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PREFAC E 


TO THE 












VECOND BDUTLON 


THe demand for this law has occasioned the publication of a second edition, in 
which any typographical errors which may have escaped in the last have been cor- 
rected. It has been attentively compared with the original, therefore its accuracy 
may be relied on. 

In this edition, all the new clauses are peinted out by marginal notes, and the 
amendments to former enactments are printed in Italics. Those clauses of laws re- 
pealed by the new Act, but incorporated in it, are also distinguished. 

Besides the Acts thus incorporated, there are several which relate to slaves and 
not included in the new enactments ; such are: the Acts by which Curates are esta- 
blished, and providing for the religious instruction of slaves—the Act to amend the 
law relative to Coroners, which passed in 1817, inflicting a penalty on owners, &e. 
who neglect to inform the Coroner of the sudden death of any of their Slawes, and 
directing the Coroner to procced in such cases, as in like instances of the deaths of 
white and free persons. 

The enactments incorporated are— 

57 Geo. 3. chap. 25, commonly called the Consolidated Slave Law, all the beneficial 
provisions of which are embodied in the new law, as is stated explicitly in the sue- 
ceeding commentary. 

2 Geo. 4. chap. 16, enacted to prevent sentence of death on slaves being carried into 
effect without the Governor’s warrant, excepting in cases ofrebellion. There is an 
amendment to this law thus consolidated, (as stated in the commentary) relative to 
transportation. } 

3 Geo. chap. 21, requiring slaves to be properly clothed, and prohibiting slaves being 
employed on Sundays, without their owner’s consent. 

4 Geo. 4. chap. 15, declaratory, that rape of a slave is a felony, without benefit of 
clergy. 

5 Geo. 4. chap. 21, enacted to enable persons having only a limited or incumbered 
freehold interest in slaves to manumise them. This law as consolidated, includes 
tenants for life, mortgagees, &c, and by an amendment sent down by the Council, 
an extension is made to the cases of feme-coverts and minors ; at the same time 
permitting the consideration money to be vested in the purchase of other slaves 

subject to the like limitations and incumbrances. 

5 Geo. 4. chap. 22, prohibiting levies of slaves on Saturdays, so that they may not 
be impeded going to market. , 

6 Geo. 4. chap. 19, enabling slaves to receive bequests. 

The principal alterations in the slave law, are first the admission of slaves to give 
evidence against all free persons, (which capability Montesquieu says, is incompatible 


* This Preface is extracted from the edition of the Slave Law published by Mr. Lunan, and 
the manner adopted by him of noticing amendments, by printing. them in the context in italics, 
has also been followed. 

These elucidations with the Commentary and Notes “we previously published, and which al- 
so accompany this second edition, will enable any person at all interested in the legislation of 
this Colony with regard to slaves, perfectly to understand the subject. 
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with astate of slavery:)* an entire new mode of trying slaves:+ the abolition of Sunday 
markets inamanner analogous tothe English practice: «ncouragement of marriage : 
the recognition and protection ofthe right of slaves to personal pruperty—a right long 
sanctioned and made sacred by usage: the entire prohibition of branding slaves: the li- 
mitation of punishment; the maintenance of old infirm slaves: clauses to prevent or de- 
tect and punish the harbouring of slaves, or enabling them to avoid apprehension by 
means of forged tickets: to punish gambling: to remove clerks of the peace for malfeaz- 
ance or incapacity; to provide for the case when slaves cannot be transported, by con- 
fining them in the workbouse: to provide for the release of such as have been sentenced 
to che workhouse for life, but have correctly behaved themselves for three years ; to 
prevent preaching in the night time to slaves, except in licensed places until 8 P. 
u.: to prevent money contributions being raised by preachers from the slaves : mak- 
iug an advertisement in the County papers, sufficient notice of a trial where the ow- 
ner of a slave charged with any offence cannot be found; and several other modifica- — 
tion and amendments pointed out in the annexed comment. 

Those clauses in the consclidated slave law of 1817, which prohibited slaves from 
possessing horses, &c., and these giving premiums to the mothers of children, the 
nurses and midwives, are not re-enacted. 

The premium for the birth of children is not continued, because it practically proved 
to be asource of jealousy and ill-will amongst the slaves on a property ; the mother 
who had lost her child before the age when the premium was received, envying her 
more fortanate feliow servant, and in many cases iaducing aborticns. 

fhe amendments to re-enacted clauses of the law of 1817, andthe general nature 
of the new law are explicitly stated in the following commentary.—They are shortly as 
tollow :— 

“Clorgymen to baptize and marry without fee or reward ; instead of a general pe- 
nalty of £56 for neglect in clothing, a penalty is inflicted of £5 for each slave not pro- 
perly clothed, to be recovered in a summary manner; allowance in money or provi- 
sions enforced where there are no negro grounds; authorising the sale of diseased 
slaves,(in custody of the marshalls, and maintained at the public expence,)should they 
recover; to kecp separate from runaways, orcriminals, staves committed to work- 
houses on complaints of ill treatment, until enquiry can be made ; persons fined for im- 
proper punishments may be committed to gaol in default of payment ; the punishment 
of death for attempting to depart the island, or for compassing or imagining the death 
of a white person, abolished ; the hours of amusenient ext nded from ten to twelve at 
night ; and maknig it the duty ot rectors and curat's to attend criminals under sentence 
ot death.” 

“‘ By enumerating the abave important improvements to the Slave Code of this is- 


“Jand, which have taken place in so short a period, all doubt must be removed of the 


sincere disposition of its inhabitants to grant every indulgence to the slave which car 
b« conceded with safety, or which may be consist-nt with that indispensible coercion 
nec: ssary to enforce all human labour, where no apprehension exists of the want 
of the necessaries of life, which the owner is by law obligedto supply. Inthe same 
manner does the nation provide fer soldiers, and if from them is removed the 
dread of punishment, what would become of that discipline which has rend+red 
them the bulwark of the state? The poer peasant, in England, if he will not work, is 
dismissed with his family to starvation by coldand hunger, of which many of them 
miserably perish; and, too oftcn, when he is willing to work, from the want of em- 
ployment, he gu flers the same melancholy fate.” 


* This admission is restricted to slaves who are baptised, except if white cr free persons” 
associate themselves ip-crimes with slaves, when the evidence of their acconiplices ; whether 
baptised or not, is valid agaiast ‘hem. This degradation of a free accomplice of slaves is ta- 
ken from the Trinidad order in Council, and was proposed by Mr. Lunan. 

+ The removalof the trials cf slaves from the Courts, commonly called Slave Courts, and put- 
ting them under the jurisdiction of the Courts of Quarter Sessions, thereby ceiving them the ba- 
nefit of a Grand Jury, and directing the appointment of persons to defend them, is an altera~ 
tioa in the Laws, which we tnink far transcends any other, - / 2 2 aes 
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SECOND EDITION. 


COMMENTARY 


ON THE 


\ 


NEW SLAVE LAW. 


+ 


(1) This eiause repeals severai enactments, but the effect of these repealed laws, with 
several beneficial extensions are consolidated in the subsequent clauses of this law. The 
alterations will be pointed out in notes as the reader preceeds. : 

(2) The second clause of the new slave law declares the act (25 Geo. 3, cap. 8.) still in 
force. This act prevents “ slaves standing charged with any crime or offence from avail- 
ing themselves on their trials of manumissions granted them after the commission of the 
crime or offence with which they stand so charged.” 

(3) This clause was the second in the former consolidated slave law, and only differs 
Srom it by directing baptisms to be without fee or reward. 

(4) This clause merely enacts, that the marriages of slaves shall be without fee, and 
by their owner’s consent. 

(5) This clause only consolidates the 9th: section of 8 Geo. 2, cap. 5, which enacts that 
families of slaves levied on are not to be separated. 

(6) Abolishes Sunday markets after 11 a.m. excepting in cases of druggists, and a few 
other exceptions enumerated in the elause. This provision is new, and in conformity 
with the spirit of the laws of England relative to the Sabbath. 

(7) Prohibits levies of slaves on Saturdays, in order to enable them to attend religious 
duties on Sundays. This clause is only a consolidation of 5 Geo. 4, cap. 22. 

\ (8) Directs that slaves shall have one day in every fortnight, except in crop time, but 
at least twenty-six days in the year to cultivate their grounds, exclusive of Sundays, 
under a penalty of £20 on the overseer, §c. This clause is similar to the 4 of the re- 
pealed consolidated s’ave law of 1816. 

(9) Prohibits persons from employing the slaves of others, and is a re-enuctment of 
the 4 clause of 3 Geo. 4, cap. 21. 

(10) Directs that slaves shall not be compelled to work on Sundays, even in crop time. 
This is further than the Berbice order in council goes, for that aliows potting of sugar, 
and any other necessary work on that day. This clause also prohibits the mill from 
being put about from 7 p.m. on Saturday to 5 a. m. on Monday. It is a re-enactment of 
the 5 ciause of the repealed law of 1816. 

(11) Requires the slaves to be furnished with grounds or weekly allowance of 3s 
4d. It re-enacts the 6 clause of the law of 1816. 
(12) Requires that the staves shall have proper clothing. Te differs from the 7 clause 
of the repealed law of 1816 by making the penalty of £5 for each slave neglected to be 
clothed, in place of a general penalty of £100, and makes it recoverable summarily 
before three justices. Ba) Me og : 3s 

(13) Requires the owner or overseer, &c. on Bth March in each year afier, 1827, ta 
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give in anaecount oft he negro clothing ; and make return to the vestries at the same time,. 
that he has inspected the grounds ; and also requires, in addition to the coe eae return, 
that where thereare nonegro grounds the owner shall swear the slave receives his weekly 
allowance 3s. 4d. The return under this clause will not be required till 28th March, 
1828. The returns of clothing, Sc. till then, will be made under the former enactments 
ws usual. q 

(14) A clause enacting that where the slaves are less than forty, the penalty on 
Lreach of 12 and 13 shall be one half, [£50] but recovered summarily. Similar to 3 Geo, 
4, cap. 21, see. 2. 

(15) A new clause and very important. It recognises the right of slaves to personal 
property, and gives it a further protection than that of free persons, by inflicting @ 
penaliy of £10 on the person trespassing on it, in addition to the value,. to be recovered 
summarily. There is a proviso, that slaves are not hereby authorised to heep cattle, 
&c. on owners or other persons lands without permission. 

(16) Recognises the right of slaves to receive bequests of personal property, but not 
to sue or be sued. It is a new consolidation of the repealed 6 Geo. 4, cap. 19. To this 
part of the new law, an amendment was sent down by the council, on motion of the at- 
torney-general, to give the owners, or in’ their default the custodes, the right of suing 


for slaves as prockein amis, but it was rejected by the assembly, as inconsistent with 


slavery, and opening a door to endless litigation. 

(17) Mothers having six of their own or adopted children are exempted from hard 
labour, and their owners from taxes. Similar to 12 clause of law of 1816. 

(18) Sick and infirm slaves areto be maintained at their owner's expense, and if they 
wander about wiih his or his agent’s permission, such owner or agent 18 subject to @ 
penalty of £20, and the expense of maintaining the slave in the workhouse—simalar to 13 


_elause of law of 1816, 


(19) Diseased or destitute manumitted persons are to receive parochial relief; to be 


passed to their respective parishes; and sent to the workhouse under regulations of the . 
justices. This clause is 14 of the law of 1816, 


(20) Is the same as the 15 of the law of 1816, and by it, manumised persons settled 
under clause 19 may elaim all benefit of manumission-bond, directed by 15, Geo. 3, cap. 
18, as fully as if same had been entered into, ; 

(21) Inposes a penalty of £100 on the owner not giving persons manumitted by him 
£10 a-year, which penalty is to be paid the churchwardens, and out of it they are to 
support the manumitted person. 


(22) Goods of owners so manumising at any time liable to parochial charge of main— 


ta‘ning such infirm persons—similar to 16 clause of law of 1816, 


(23) Infirm’ and valueless slaves of insolvents levied on to be sent to the parish of 


owner, and supported at parochial charge—the same as 17 of law of 1816. 

(24) Record of proceeding, under 24 clause, to indemnify provost marshal—the same 
as 18 of law of 1816; but anew proviso is inserted, that uf slave becomes. valuable, 
workhouse-keeper to report to provost marshal, and supreme court to order sale. 

(25) Slaves with yaws, &c. not to wander about, under penalty of £20—the same as 
19 of law of 1816. : 


(26) Slaves to have half an hour for breakfast and two hours for dinner ; not to be 


compelled to field labour till five in the morning or after seven at night, except during 
crop, under penalty of £50—same as 20 of law of 1816. ith. oC 

27) Holidays at Christmas, Easter, and Whitsuntide, to be allowed ; but not more 
than three in succession, under penalty of £5—same as 21 of law of 1816. 

(28) Slaves informing against persons harbouring runaways, to receive reward not 


less than 20s. nor more than 40s.—differs from 22 of 1816, by increasing the minimum. 


as well as maximum of the reward. ways 
(29) Slaves hilling or taking slave in rebellion, to receive reward of £3 if killing, and 
£5 if taking alive, and a blue coat from churchwardens, who are to be reimbursed by re- 
ceiwer-general—same as 23 of 1816. | ; 
(+0) Murder of slave punished with death ; not to work corruption of bieod or forfei- 
tive—same as 24 of 1816. ea 
(31) Carnal knowledge of a female slave, under ten, punished with death—same as 


4 Geo. 4, cap. 15, see. 1.; passed in eonsequence of Simpson's ease. 
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(32) Rape on female slave pun'shed with death ; no corruption of blood or forfeitur 
to ensue—same as 4 Geo. 4, cap. 15,. sec. 2. 

(33) Owner or other person, by whom slaves are maltreated or branded, to be punish- 
ed with fine or imprisonment, or both ; action of damages may be brought by owner, 
where other person has maltreated the slave ; in atrocious cases of maltreatment by own- 
er, slave to be made free, and to receive £10 per annum from the parish, to which pa- 
rish the fine of £100 on owner is to be paid in such cases ; slave maltreated to be sent to 
the workhouse by any justice of the peace, but not worked or confined with slaves under 
punishment, till special sessions meet, and such justice to report to custos or senior ma- 
gistrate, who to convene special sessions of not less than three justices, who, if they find 
complaint frivolous, to, punish complainant, but if it be well founded to take recog- 
nizances, §c. and to remand slaves to workhouse, till legal meeting of justices ; and vestry, 
who tobe a council of protection, and if they see cause, to prosecute affender to effect, at 
expence of parish, and empowered to sue owner for costs ; ait ae of workhouse to pro- 
duce-slaves tothe special sessions of three justices, or to council of protection, under pe- 
nalty. 

This clause differs from the 25 clause of the law of 1816, by prohibiting branding, 
and by appointing a special sessions of three justices, who are to decide whether there is 
sufficient ground to send the.offence to a council of protection, appointed according to the 
same, provisions as in the 2 of the law of 1816. 

(34) Imposes a penalty on the justices and vestry, net attending the council of pro- 
tection. R 

This is.a new enacting clause. 

(35) Any justice on view or information of slave being maltreated, to send for same, 
and if fact 1s so, to.send slave to workhouse, where he is not to be worked, till further en- 
quiry is made—same as 26 of law of 1816, 

(36) Slaves not to receive more than ten dashes, except in presence of owner or over- 
seer, Se.morin such presence more than thirty-nine, nor. until recovered from former 
whipping, under penalty, §<.—same as 27 of law of 1816. 

(37) Slave not to be sent to workhouse for mere than ten days, or to receive more 
than twenty lashes therein, without order of justice ; further punishment of slave under 
such circumstances prohibited. 

A new clause, which by limiting public punishment by a dispassionate person, encou- 
rages tts infliction by the owner who must of necessity be less dispassionate. 

(38). Justices to enquireinto complaint. or probable wAkerhns that a slave is im- 
sa) punished, and to proceed, if true, according to law—if frivolous to punish in- 

ormant. . 

Similar to 28 of law of 1816. 

(39) No collar, &c. to be fixed on slave, but by order of a magistrate, on incorrigible 
runaways, or those accustomed to commit depredations on grounds. In all other cases 
justice to eause such collar, &c. to be removed under a penalty of £100 

Similar to 29. of law of 1816, 

(40) Slaves, except when going to market, not to go out from owner’s plantation, or 
to travel from one town to another without a ticket eed worded, under penalty on 
owner, overseer, Sc. unless he prove on aath that such slave went away without. his con- 
sent ; in such case justice to. order punishment; penalty on justice neglecting duty. 
Similar to.30 of law of 1816. 

(41) Ticket not to exceed one calendar month. 

Similar to 31 of law of 1816. 

(42) Slave absent five days without a ticket, or found eight miles from, place where 
belonging, to be deemed a runaway, except slaves going to, and returning from, mar- 
ket. 

Similar to 62 of law of 1816. 

- (43). Runaways for above six months to be sentenced to hard labour or transporta- 
tion: 

Similar to 63 of law of 1816. 

(44) Runaways for time not exceeding six months tried summarily, and punished with 
Pb or hard labour : if incorrigible, tried as if runaway for above. six months— 
similar to 64 of law of 1816. 

(45) Slaves harbouring runaways, or giving them false tickets, to be punished as couré 
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‘directs, not extending to life—differs from 65 of 1816 by providing for slaves ging’ 
each other fictitious tickets, and by referring to the new mode of trial by quarter sessions; 
or special slave courts, instead of the common slave courts, superseded by the new law. 
in a subsequent clatse. 

(46) Free persons harbouring runaways fined and imprisoned, and to pay hire of 
slave, at 3s. 4d. per day, recoverable in quarter sessions, Proviso, that prosecution may 
be had under the inveigling act.This is a new provision to prevent harbouring of slaves 
by free persons.—See 4 clause of the inveigling act, (36 Geo. 3, cap. 10.) 

_ "(47) Justices to grant warrant against runaways and harbourers, being slaves. Per- 
sons so authorised, by such warrants, giving notice to owners, may forcibly enter into ne- 
gro houses to search. Proviso that warrant be executed by a constable or white or 
other special constable. This is a clause to enable justices to enforce the 46th. 

(48) Persons giving slaves fictitious tickets punished by fine or imprisonment, or 
both. This clause is similar to the 32 and 33 of the law of 1816, which made a distine- 
tion between white and other free persons committing this offence. The punishment of 
transportation for this offence 1s also taken away, and authorises trial by quarter 
sesstons. 

(49) Persons apprehending runaways to reeeive a reward of 19s. and mile money, 1s: 
for first five miles, and 6d. afier. Proviso, that not to be an addition to reward other- 
wise given maroons. Proviso, not to deprwe maroons of reward of 40s. This clause is 
similar to the 66 of the law of 1816.. 

(50) Runaways to be carried to owner or justice, who to commit to workhouse, and 
the keeper to pay said reward and mile money, under penalty—similar to 67 of the law 
of 1816. ihe mHAS 

(51) Runaways to be advertised on oath under penalty. Workhouse-heeper to receive 
from owner the charges and fees. Printers’ accounts, authent:cated on oath, paid by 

treasurer of workhouse. Workhouse-keeper may detain slaves for charges and fees.— 
Workhouse-keeper alone to attest on oath that charges are legal. Proviso, owners of 
slaves sent to workhouse under any sentence not to pay fees.—Similar to 68 of law of 
‘1816. ; ; 

(52) Workhouse and gaol keepers to find slaves food, and clothing if necessary, un-. 

der penalty.—The same as 69 of iaw of 1816. | taht 

(53) Persons in workhouse alleging themselves to be free, eustos or senior justice to 

convene special sessions of not less than three justices, and to give public notice of their 

meeting. If person appears free to discharge him, otherwise to remand him. Proviso, 
that such decision not to prejudice title of such person to freedom ; or of alleged owner .. 
—The same as 70 of law of 1816. 


(54.) Slaves not to be sold out of workhouses without a certificate of justices at special” 


sessions + otherwise sale void.—The same as 7\ of law of 18. This clause seems to re-. 
fer to the case of slaves alleging themselves to be free, but the context declares that no: 


slave shall be sold without such investigation before a special session of three justices and. 


their certificate to that effect. Workhouse keepers ought to read this clause more at~ 
tentively than they generaily do : ; 

(55.) Workhouse-heeper receiving Replevin, Replegiando, Sc. to advertise same, and 
name, marks, §c. of slave for four weeks, under pain of fine. Charges to be paid by owner: 
recovering. Notice of intent to defend action being given, the workhouse-keeper to de~ 
tain alleged slave; Unless security be offered, and notice thereof given—Similar to 
72 of law of 1816. 

(56 ) Slaves going off the island or conspiring so to do, and slaves abetting others, to 
be punished as court directs, not extending to life.— Similar to 74 of law of 1816, but. 
differs by preventing sentence of death being passed. 

(57.) Free persons aiding slaves in going off the island, fined 3001. and umprisoned at. 
court’s discretion, not exceeding twelve months.—This clause differs from 75 and 76 of 
law of 1816, by making no differenee betweem white and other free offenders. By the 
repealed law, coloured free offenders were punished with transportation, and on theix 
return, with death, but white offenders were fined and amprisoned—by the present enact- 


ment the punishment of all classes of free offenders ts limited to fine and imprisonnient. 


(58,) Accessary may be convicted before prineipal—The same as 77 of law of 1816. 
(59.) Slaves not t. travel with dogs or weapons, or to Aunt with deadly weapons, without 
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permit from owner, or white person deputed by onner ; punishment not to extend to life 
or transportation for life-—Same_as 78 of law of 1816. , 
(60.) Owners, overseers &c. to prevent drum beating, §e. by strange slaves, or to give 
notice to next magistrate or commissioned officer, under penalty of £.50. Proviso, in- 
Jormation to be laid in fourteen days.— Same as 34 of lam of 1816, : 

(Gl.) Officers, civil and military, to suppress such assemblies and. drummings, and to 
enter plantation, fc. for that purpose.—Same as 35 of law of 1816. 

(62.) Owner, overseer, &c. suffering assemblies of slaves, beating of drums, &c. to be 
imprisoned. Information to be laid in fourteen days. Owner, &c. may allow slaves of 
plantation only, to divert themselves, but not to use warlike instruments. Proviso, that 
such amusement to end by twelve at night:—Same as 36 af law of 1816, with this difference, 
that by the repealed’ Law the amusement of slaves must cease at ten at night and. the new 

enactment extends the time to. twelve. 

(63.) Negro burials to be-ended before sun-sct, under penalty; on owner, overseer, &c: 
If burials in towns or savannas, &§c. free persons in whose house isthe assembl y, to be fined 
and slaves whipped.—This: clause differs from 37 of law of 1816 by the trial of the slave 
being before three or more justices instead of two or more. 

(64.) Free persons suffering unlanful assembly, fined and tmprisoned.. Information, 
to be laid in jourteen days.—Similar to 38 of lam of 1816. ~ 

(65.) Free persons or slaves suffering gaming with slaves in their house, to be carried 

before justice. Slaves to be whipped, and free persons sent to géol. This is an improve= 
ment and addition to the law of 1816. : 
. (66) Manumission bonds dispensed with in devises of freedom ; bat estate of testator 
Liable for annuity to emancipated. Freedom by will at once established. Proviso, not to 
exempt liability to testator’s cebts. This clause is similar to 41 of law of 1816, but deles. 
the proviso requiring devises of manumissions to be under will, so executed as to pass real 
estates, and on the contrary enacts, that.Slaves may be manwmised under will, so execut- 
ed as to pass personalties. 

(67) Persons possesstng limited freehold interests in slaves may manumise them. To 
apply to custos or senios magistrate, and if interested, to other magistrate, with statement 
on oath of limitations, &c. Two other justices to be associated. Three valuators appointed. 
Proviso, how feme coverts are to give consent. Uf absentee, her appearance dispensed mith. 
Proviso, that intention of such manumission be advertised. —This clause is Sounded on the 
repealed law 5 Geo. 4, cap. 21, sec. 1 ; but its provisions are more extensive, in consequence 
of amendments sent down by the-council, on motion. of the atiorney-general, applying ta 
cases of feme coverts, minors, §c. 

(68) ecetiver-general to receive valuation (on authority from custos, Sc.) paying siz 
percent. so long as in his possession.—This clause is simiiar to 5 Geo. 4, cap. 21, sec. 2. 

(69) Receiver-general to give certificate that valuation has been paid him, and magir- 
trate to give order for manumission.—This clause contains the form of the manumission: 
of a slave made free in purswance of the 66, 67, 68, and 69 clauses, and is similar to 5. 

| Geo. 4, cap. 21, sec. 3. 

. (70) Order of manumission, valuation, and certificate of receiver-general to be recorded, 
and not delivered out but on order of court. Attested copy evidence. This clause is simi- 
. tar-to: 5. Geo. 4, cap. 21, sec. A. 

(71) Faluation paid receiver-general, applicable to order of court of chancery or su- 
preme court. Subject to the same incumbrances, and of the same nature as slave. Court 
may order interest or principal to be paid accarding to rights of parties. It is similar: 
to 5 Geo. 4, cap. 21, sec. 5. ; 

@2) Slaves so manwmised by tenant for life, dying before tenant for life, and if a fe- 
male teaving no issue surviving tenant for life, whole valuation shall be deemed properly 
of tenant for life. Not te prejudice claims against persons limiting slave in selilement,. 
\ or of creditors of tenant for life. It is similar to 5 Geo. 4, cap. 21, sec. 6. 
(73) Valuation of slaves se manumised may be invested in lhe purchase of other slaves, 
subject to same limitations ; and so tf slave sowght to be manumised in the hands of a re-. 
ceiver in chancery. This is an improvement on 5: Geo. 4, cap. 21. 

(74) Manumission bond dispensed with ow satisfying magistrates and vestry that slave- 
is not aged or infirm. Certificate to such effect to be given by clerk of vestry, and record=. 
ed with manumission. This clause ts similar to 5 Geo. 4, cap. 21, sec. 7. 

(75) Slaves carried about for sale forfeited. and sold for poor of parish and informer. 
This clause is similar to the 42 of law of 1816, only it requires three justices to associate 
tnstead of two. ayes . ‘ 

(78) “Oath of informer good against ofe:der undcr last clause. This clause is the same 
as 43 of law of 1816. 
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(77) Sales contrary to two last clauses void. Justice, on information, to issue warrant 
fo take up such slave, and to sell and appropriate as in 76th clause. This clause is the 


same as 44h af law of 1816. i 
(78) Certiorari not to issue on any proceedings of this act. This clause is the same as 


45 of law of 1816. 

(79) Slaves guilty of rebellion, murder, or other felonies, to be tried as after-mentioned, 
and to suffer death or other punishment at discretion of Court.—This clause differs from 
the 46 of the law of 1816, by leaving out the words ‘‘ or compass or imagine the death of 
“ any white person, and declare the same by some overt act.” It will be remembered that 
these words have been ridiculed in the House of Commons, as shewing a monarchical 
mania, and rendering the owner of a slave a petty sovereign, whose death it was felony to 
imagine. 

(80) Slaves assaulting free persons, punished at the discretion of court. Provided 
that assault not by command of owner, Fc. or in defence of owner’s, persons, or goods.— 
This clause is similar to the 47 of the law of 1816. 

(Sl) Slaves having fire arms, &c. in their possession, without knowledge of owner, &c- 
to be taken before three magistrates, and if with evil intent, to be tried and punished at 
discretion of court, not extending to life-—This clause differs from the 48 of law of 1816, 
by preventing the sentence being death. 

(82) Obeah, with intent to excite rebellion, or endangering life or health of a slave, pu- 
mished at discretion of court.—This clause is similar to the 49 of the law of 1816. 

(83) Slaves preaching without permit from owners and quarter-sessions, to be whipped 
ar set to hard labour.—This clause only differs from the 50 of the law of 1816, by requir- 
ing the correction to be before three instead of two justices, and substituting ‘ whipping” 
for “ flagellation.” 

(84) Sectarian, minister, or other teacher, not to keep open place of meeting after sun- 
eet, under penalty not less than £20, nor more than £50, recovered before three justices, 
one half to the informer, and the other to poor of parish. In default of payment, to com- 
anit for one month. -Proviso, excepting kirk or licenced minister, at licenced place, before 
8, p.m. and the rites of jews and roman catholics.—This is a new clause introduced by 
Mr. Batty. ; 3 

(85) Religious teachers taking money from slaves to pay a penalty of £20, on summary 
conviction before three justices ; one moiety to informer, the other to poor of parish. In- 
former a competent witness. In default of payment, offender to be committed to gaol for 
one month.—This also is a new clause, and was introduced by the same gentleman. 

(86) Nightly and private meetings had amongst slaves unlamful ; persons attending 

same may be taken before justice, committed for trial and punished if free by imprisen- 
ment, and if a slave, by hard labour or whipping.—This elause is similar to the 51 of the 
law of 1816, and only differs by including white persons in the list of offenders against the 
lan. 
(87) Slaves maliciously preparing poison, and all slaves-aceessaries punishable at dis- 
cretion of court-—This clause differs from 52 of the law of 1816, by vesting a power in 
the Court to award any other punishment than death, which. they were imperatively ‘call- 
ed upon io do by the repealed Consolidated Slave Law. 

(88) Slaves having poison or tools of obeah, to be punished at discretion of Court, not. 
extending to life.—This clause only differs from the 53 of the law of 1816, by neglecting 
to enumerate the articles most commonly used in obeah, viz. parrots’ teeth, dogs’ teeth, 
&e. and deleing the word notoriously used: Obeah not being so much followed as hereto- 
fore, is not so notorious. 

(89) Slaves assembling to take unlawful oaths, or to use arms, &c. punished at discre- 
tion of Court.—This clause is the same as the 54th. of the law of 1816.* 

(90) Free persons present and aiding and abetting at assemblies mentioned.in last. 
clause, punished at discretion of court.—This clause is the same as 55 of the law of 
BIG. 


* In 1726 it was usual to admit the evidence of slaves. in trials of slaves for their lives, (before 
a magistrate and two freeholders, without a jury), according to the solemn form of the religion 
of obi, which was by swallowing the dirt from a grave, mixed with blood from the deponent’s 
wrist, who hoped that he might swell and burst if he stated a falsehood. Hence the usual reply of 
unsophisticated slaves and many free persons to the question—what are the penalties of perjury 7 
js——that they will swell. According to the rules of evidence, this form of oath should be used 
w th pagan slaves deposing against other slaves (which, by law they may d9), for it is the on'y 
form they believe in, or regard. It would be only similar to swearing the ‘lurk oa the Korat. 
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(91) Persons not yiving information of last aforesaid assemblies, punished by fine, im- 
prisonment, or whipping, at discretion of court.—This clause is the same as the 56 of the 
law of 1816. 

(92) Slave stealing horses, §c. or killing horses, with intent to steal carcases, punished 
at discretion of court.—This clause is the same as the 57 of the law of 1816. 

(93) Slaves having in possession flesh of horse, &c. unaccounted for, punished, if not 
exceeding 20lbs. by whipping ; if exceeding 20lbs. at discretion of court, not extending to 
life or imprisonment for life-—This clause differs from the 58 of the law of 1816, by 
subjecting the accused to conviction by one, in pluce of two justices, for the minor of- 
fence, and before three justices, in place of two, for the heavier. [It would appear by 
the preamble of this clause, that slaves at the present day were in the practice of eating 
horses ; this, however, is not the case; but the recital has continued sinee the period. 
when the imported Africans had that practice. | 

(94) If slave wantonly injures horse, cattle, §c. trial before three justices: pu- 
nished by whipping not exceeding 50 lashes, which may be inflicted at different times,, 

_or two months hard labour. If beast dies in ten days (though carcase not stolen), pu- 
nished at court’s discretion.—This clause differs from the 59 of the law of 1816, by re- 
quiring the conviction for the minor offence to be before three or more, instead of two or 
more justices ; and for the greater offence substituting the new form of trial of slaves in 
serious cases, after provided for. 

(95) Slaves mutilating other slaves, punished at court’s discretion—This clause only 
differs from the 60 of the law of 1816, by substituting the new form of trial after pro- 
vided for in cases of serious offences charged against slaves. 

(96) This clause states that it is dangerous to clear grounds by fire. If injury 
arises to one property by slaves of another so clearing grounds, slaves punished for mis- 
demeanour. Overseer, owner, &e. to extinguish such fire ; wilfully neglecting, and in- 
jury ensuing to other property, to be fined by any two justices.—This clause is similar 
tothe 61 of the law of 1816. 

(97) Slaves committing offenees subjecting to death, transportation, or hard labour 
for more than one year, to be tried at quarter-sessions, or special slave court. Trial 
before grand and petit jurors, as white persons are tried. Justices to apprehend accused, 
to send for witnesses, take recognizances, and commit, §e. Slaves evidence against slaves 
in all cases. Indictment to be read toaccused. Indictment not to be quashed for defect 
in form. Trial by petit jury. Petit jury being formed for trial of free persons, same 
jurors names to be called over, to set on slaves trial. Challenges cum causa. Owner 
§c. not to set on trial as juror, Place of owner or challenged supplied out of panel or by 
tales. Same jury to serve for every case—unless circumstances of one trial likely to bias 
another. Court to pass sentence of death, &c. Proviso, sentence of death or transporta- 
tion not to be effected without warrant from governor, who is to have indictment, evidence, 
sentence, or copy attested ; except in cases of rebellion, &c. when execution immediate, 
but reference may be made to governor. Special slave court may be held for furtherance 
of justice and public safety. Custos or senior magistrate to issue venire to provost mar- 
shal, who to warn forty-eight jurors. Penalty of £5 on juror not attending. Court to 
proceed in like munner as quarter sessions. This is one of the most important chauses in 
the new law. It changes the disgraceful mode of trying slaves with less caution than 
Sree men, by giving them the benefit of a grand jury, and also further differs from the 
79 and 80 of the repealed consolidated slave law of 1816, by enacting that slaves charged 
with ofences subjecting them to death, transportation, confinement to hard labour for life, 
or for alonger term than one year, shall be tried by the quarter sessions or special slave 
court as white or free persons are tried at the quater sessions for misdemeanours, (in- 
stead of by the slave courts held under the repealed law, where the slave was put on his: 
trial by a species of ex-officio information filed by the clerks of the peace), and also gives, 

. them the right of challenging. It also extends the provisions of the 2 Geo. 4, cap. 16, 
(which enacts that no sentence of death on a slave under the 57 Geo. 3 [the repealed conso~ 
tidated slave law] shall be carried into execution without the governor’s warrant, except 
on conviction of rebellion), by previding that sentence of transportation atso shall not be> 
carried into effect without the same warrant. In cases of sentence of death for rebellions. 
the gowernor’s warrarxt may be applied for, and execution staid till then. 

(98) Indictments in St. Thomas iw the Vale and St. John preferred before grand Jurye 
in St. Catherine, Trial to be at.special slave court, convened by custos or senior magis« 
trate to mect where now held. Venire to issue. Twenty-four jurors to be swmmoned:, 
Trial held as if in quarter sessions. Like penalties on provost-marshal, deputy, witnesses, 
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jurors, §é. as in quarter sessions. Clerk of peace to keep record. Proviso, that stave af- 
ter six months, if no indictment preferred, to be discharged by quarter sessions. Provi- 
so, on indictment against slave for murder, verdict muy be manslaughter. Manslaughter 

punished at court’s discretion, not extending to life. This clause provides for the case of 
two parishes having no separate jurisdiction from a precinct. 

(99) Magistrates at quarler sessions may dismiss or suspend clerk of the peace for tg- 
norance or misconduct. May appoint in default of custos appointing another clerk rest- 
dent. This is a new clause, the want of which has often been felt. 

(100) Barrister or attorney to defend slaves capitally indicted. To be paid salary or 
fees out of parochial funds. This is a new clause ; but the spirit of it has often been in 
practice ; for, at the trials of the slaves of several gentlemen in Hanover and St. James 
Jor rebellion and other crimes in 1824, they were defended by counsel at the cost of their 
owners. 

(101) Free witnesses not attending slave court to be fined. This clause is the same as 81 
of the. law of 1816. : 

(102) Jurors, &c. exempt from civil process, and so slaves in attendance on slave court. 
This clause is the same as 82 of the law of 1816. 

(103) Records to be kept of trials of slaves, in cases when subject to death, transporta- 
tion, or hard labour. Fee paid clerk of peace therefore and attendance, &c. £5. Deputy- 
marshal, or person under him, to attend trials of slave, execute sentence, Fe. £5 for such 
attendance, &c. Further £5 if sentence of death executed. This clause is the same as the 
83d of the law of 1816. ; 

(104) Perjury of slaves punished as if by free persons. This clause completely changes 
the punishment for perjury. By the 84 of the repealed law of 1816, slaves guilty of perju- 
ry suffered the same punishment as.the person against whom they gave false testimony 
would have suffered had he been convicted.—See 131 of this law. 

(105) Warrant against slave not being executed, notice to be served on onner. Penalty 
of £100 if he secrets such slave. This clause is the same as the 85th of the law of 1816. 

(106) In all trials of slaves, six days notice to owner, Sc. This clause ts the same as 
the 86th of the law of 1816. : 4 

(107) If owner resides in different parish from where offence committed and tried, clerk 
of peace to transmit notice to clerk of peace where owner resides, who to give it to consta- 
ble under penalty. Penalty on constables not serving notice. Constables to make oath of 
service, and return to clerk of peace, who ts to transmit it to other clerk af peace. Fees to 
clerk of peace and constable where warrant served. This clause is the same as the Sith of 
the law of 1816. 

(108) In cases of runaways, owner may not be found and whenever owner cannot be 
Sound, notice of trial to be advertised. This is a new clause introduced by Mr. Lunan. 

(109) Execution of death to be solemn and public. Rector or curate to attend criminal 
while under sentence, and at execution. Gaoler to keep criminal sober under penalty. 
Execution by hanging. This clause is the same as the 8S of the law of 1816. 

(110) Value of slaves to be ascertained by jury, on sentence to death, transportation, or 
hard labour for life—to certify amount—not above £100—or convicted as runaway £50. 
Fhis clause is the same as the 89 of the law of 1816. : ‘ 

(111) Provost or deputy-marshal to execute sentence under penalty, if death or 
transportation, by warrant from governor: (except for rebellion, when to execute on 
warrant of death from justices ) ; to sell slaves for transvortation ; render owner 
just account on oath of sale, and pay him nett proceeds ; if none, to certify, and receiver- 


general to pay. This clause differs from the 90 of the law of 1816, by providing that — 


(in pursuance to previous new clauses, the warrant of the governor shall be neces- 
sary before sentence of ti ansportation is effected inany case ; or that of death, except in 
cases of rebellion, when the warrant of the justices is sufficient, if they deem it expe- 
dient to issue it without applying to the Governor. 

(112) If the sentence is death or hard labour, receiver-general to pay omner, and; also value 
of transported slave, deducting proceeds of sale. This clause is the same as the 91 of 1816. 

(113) Transported slave sold, to remain in gaol till purchaser gives bond, with surety, 
to transport in 30 days, and confined in mean time to vessel. Bond taken by provost mar- 
shal or deputy. Fee to that officer. Bond to be recorded. This clause is the same as the 
92 of the law of 1816. 

(114) Purchaser of convict to make oath he will transport to —. This clause is the 
same as the 93 of the law of 1816. 

(115) Provost, §c. not to deliver convict till bond given, under penalty of £300. Con- 
vict found in island after said 30 days, forfeited, and to be re-sold by provost as before, 
aud nett procecds paid receiver-gencral This clause is the same as the 94 of the law of 
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, (16) Convict, at anytime after sale, found inthis island, tobe taken before justice, who to 
direct provost, Sc. by warrant to re-sell. Proceeds, deducting 5 per cent. and charges, to 
be puid in moieties to informer and receter-general. This clause is the same as the 95 of 
the daw of 1816. 

(117) Convict transported for offence subjecting to death, wilfully returning from 
transportation, to suffer death on conviction: ~ This clause differs from the 96 of the law 
of 3816, by enacting that ,'aves returning from transportation, for all offences subjecting 
them to death, shall be executed, whereas the repealed law only extended to certain capital 
cases, 

(118) Master of vessel or other person bringing back transported convict, subject to pe~ 
nalty and imprisonment. This clause differs from the 97 of the law of 1816 by subjecting every 
person to fine and imprisonment, who wilfully brings back transported convicts: whereas the 

repealed law limited the clause to masters of vessels. This is also an amendment by the 
attorney-general. 

(119) Convicts for transportation not sold in one month to be committed by warrant of 
justice to hard labour in workhouse till transportation. Receiver-general to pay value to 
owner, If provost marshal afterwards sells, to account to receiver general, under penalty. 
Lhis is a men clause, providing for the case of there being an inability to transport con- 
ticts according to the law, and was also proposed by Mr Attorney-General. ) 

(120) Convicts sentenced for life to hard labour behaving well, governor, on represen- 
tation of commissioners of workhouse, may order sale, with convict’s approbation. Nett 
proceedsto be paidreceiver-general. This isu new clause, and was introduced by Mr. Mais. 

(121) Slave sentenced to workhouse for a time, escaping, tobe sent back and whip ed; not 

— exceeding 50 lashes. This is a new ¢ ause differing from the 98 of the repealed law of 1816, 
by enacting that the escape of a slave sentenced to hard labour for.any term shall be pt. 
nished by recommittal and whipping : whereas the repeuted clause confined its operation to 
slaves committed for a less term than two years. The new clause makes the conviction 
before three instead of two justices. 

(122) Slave sentenced to hard labour for life, escaping; on proof before three justices, to 
be recommitted or transported, at discretion. T'his clause dj ers from 90 of law of 1816 
by requiring the conviction to be before three instead of two justices. {Under the old law 
this anomaly existed between the 98 and 99 clauses, that a slave committed Sor a longer 
term than two years, but not for life, could not be punished for his escape.) 

(123) E'seape permitted by provost, deputy, constable, or workhouse keeper, conviction 
before three magistrates und fine not exceeding £50. This clause is the same as the 100 
of the law of 1816. ‘ 

(124) Fees of deputy marshal, &c, for slaves discharged by proclamation to be pad by 
public. This clause is the same as the 101 of the law of 1816. 

(125) Gaol-keeper not to employ slavé prisoners, (but which are toreinuinin gaol for inspec 
tion of any person, ) under penalty This clause differs from the 102 of the law of 1816, 
by declaring the penalty sha!l not exceed £50, whereas, by the repealed law, it was ex ne- 
cessitate £50, 

(126) Inferior crimes of staves piinished summarily beforé two or more justices. No- 
dice given te owner. Punishment not to exceed 39 lashes of three months’ hard lavour.— 
This clause differs from 103 of the repealed law of 1816 by tneluding amongst the inferior 
misdemeanours to be punished summarily, < swearing, obscene language, drunkenness, and’ 
indecent and noisy behaviour ;? it also reduces the maximum of punishment from Sifty: 
lashes or six months’ hard labour, to thirty-nine lashes or three months’ hard labour. 

(127) Clerh of the peace attending summary trial to receive £1. 6s. 8d.—€onstable 10s.. 
Srom churchwardens ; except Kingston, where clerk 13s. 4d.—constable 5s. ‘This clause 
is the same as 104 of the repealed law of 1516. 

(128) Evidence of slaves admitted in certain criminal cases. Proviso, that certificate 
of baptism be produced, and that slavé understands obligation of an cath. Proviso, that 
no free person be convicted but on evidence of two slaves, who to be examined apart. Pro~ 
viso, that nofree person he convictedon slave testimony unless complaint be made within 12. 
months, and after \st May, 1827 This clause, which admits the evidence of slaves against: 
free persons in certain criminal cases, is entirely new, and was the subject of many 
debates, before tt becume a law. Ihe counetl, on motion of the attorney-general, senk& 
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down amend~ents to the assembly, rendering the evidence of one slave sifficient in capi 
tal cases, and taking off the restrictions, but they were unanimously rejected. 

(129) Justice or coroner taking slave’s examination to certify in jurat that slave un- 
derstands the nature of an oath—to take recognizance for slave’s production—to trans- 
mit deposition and recognizance to clerk of the crown. If recognizance of slave witness 
not given, orif owner, isthe person accused, orthere is causetoapprehend that witnessmay 
be kept awaz, to commit witness to gaol to be kept and maintained. If person in possession 
of witness produces him, to receive mile-moncy and hire. Justices to grant certificate, 
and receiver-general to pay. This clause is also new, and grows out of the one imme- 
diately preceding. 

(130) When slave is a witness, court cannot declare other slave free. This clause is 
new, and seeks to prevent slaves committing perjury under temptation of procuring the 
freedom directed by 33id clause to be given to seriously maltreated slaves. 

(131) Slave committing perjury to be punished by hard labour, pillory, whippina, or 
all. This clause to punish perjury is new, and is rather superfluous, being scarce more 
than a re-ena:tment of the 104 clause relative to perjury, but it 1s meant to apply to-the 
admission of slave evidence against free persons. 

(132) Slaves being witnesses protected from levies. This is a new clause, and has 
the same application as 131. 

(133) ree persons associated in crimes with slaves may be convicted on evidence of 
slave accomplices, baptised or not, except where life may be affected. This is a new and 
very importane clause : it evidently was enucted in consequence of a late case of depor- 
tation, and is handmaiden to the alien and sedition laws. 

(134) This law is not to cease in martial law. This clause is the same as 105 of the 
repealed law of 1816. ; 

(135) Penalties not already declared how recoverable, if not exceeding £50, before 
two justices—if more, to be sued in superior courts, one morety to informer aud the other 
te churchwardens for poor. Provided that all penalties be sued for, 12 months 
after crime committed. This clause is the same ds 106 of the repealed law of 1816. 

(136) Offences committed under late consolidated slave law, and other repealed acts; 
to be punished by said acts, but tried in manner directed by this. Penalties applied us 
directed in repealed acts, 

(137) Duration ef this law from 1st May, 1827, to 1st May, 1830. 





The following clauses of the Consolidated Slave Law of 1816 are not re-enacted in 
the new law :— 
(9) Requiring annual returns of births and deaths of slaves. 
(10) Authorising a deduction of the penalty for not making returns, from the over- 
seer’s Salary. 
11) Directing £3 to be divided amongst the mother, midwife, and nurse of a child. 
(39 and 40) These clauses prohibited slaves from having horses or mules. They 
are not only repealed, but the property of slaves in horses, &c. is secured. 
(73) Directing ranaways to be committed to workhouses only. 
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JAMAICA, ss. 


Aci Nit asthe Woy cls 


TO ALTER AND AMEND THE 


SLAVE LAWS 


—o<— 


I. 4] HEREAS, itis expedient that the laws now in force, 
?_— relating to slaves, should be revised and consolidated, 

and other provisions be enacted to promote their religious and 
moral instruction, and by means whereof their general comfort 
and happiness may be increased as far as is consistent with 
due order and subordination and the well-being of this colony : 
May it therefore please your Majesty that it may be enacted ; 
Be it therefore enacted, by the Governor, Council, and Assembly, 
of this your Majesty’s island of Jamaica, That from and after 
the commencement of this act, an act entitled “‘ An act for the 
subsistence, clothing, and. the better regulation and govern- 
ment of slaves ; for enlarging the powers of the council of pro- 
tection ; for preventing the improper transfer of slaves ; and 
Jor other purposes ;” passed the nineteenth day of December, 
in the fifty-seventh year of the reign of his late Majesty King 
George the third; also an act, entitled ‘“ An act to amend the 
slave act, by altering the mode of carrying into execution the 
sentence of death on slaves,” passed the fourth day of Decem- 
ber, in the second year of the reign of his present Majesty 
King George the fourth; also an act, entitled “ An act to take 
away clergy from offenders in rape on slaves,” passed the 
eleventh day of December, in the fourth year of the reign of 
his present Majesty King George the fourth; also an act, en- 
titled “‘ An act for removing impediments to the manumission 
of slaves, by owners having only a limitted interest,” passed 
the eighteenth day of December, in the fifth year of the reign 
of his present Majesty King George the fourth; also an act, 
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Repeal of 5 Geo. 4. entitled “An act to prevent levies on slaves on Saturday, 

chap. 22. passed the eighteenth day of December, in the fifth year of 
the reign ofhis present Majesty King George the fourth ;” and 

Of 6 Geo. 4. chap. 19- also an act, entitled “ An act to enable siaves to receive be- 
quests of money or other personal estate,” passed the twenty- 
first day of December, in the sixth year of the reign of his pre- 
sent Majesty King George the fourth, sball be and stand re- 
pealed, and the same are hereby repealed accordingly. (1) 

d ; Il. Whereas, doubts may be entertained, whether the act of 
aarp apne Hees 25 George Third, cap. 8, has been repealed by any act er acts 
eae nl ) ahaa heretofore passed, in order to put an end to such doubts, Be 
repealed, hit it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That nothing in any act 

heretofore passed, or nothing in this act contained, shall re- 
peal the said mentioned act, but that the same shall be in as 
full force and virtue as if the said several acts had never been 

made. (2) 
Slaves tobe instructed II. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
in religion, and bap- That all owners, proprictors, and possessors, or in their ab- 
tised without fee orre- sence the managers or overseers of slaves, shall, as much as in 
ward, them lies, endeavour the instruction of their slaves in the prin- 
ciples of the Christian religion, whereby to facilitate their con- 
version, and shall do their utmost endeavours to fit them for 
baptism, and as soon as conveniently tah bé, cause to be bap- 
tised all such as they can make sensible of a duty to God and 
the Christian faith, which ceremony the clergyman of the re- 


Amendment. spective parishes are to perform, when required, without fee 
or reward. (3) 
New clause. IV. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 


Mariiages of slaves to That it shall and may be lawful for any slave or slaves, who 

be solemnised without has or have been baptised, who may be desirous of entering 

ane into the holy state of matrimony, to apply to any clergyman of 

the established church to solemnise such marriage, who is 

hereby required to perform the same without any fee or re- 

ward, if such clergyman shall, upon examination of such 

slaves, consider them to have a proper and adequate know- 

ledge of the nature and obligation of such a contract: Provid- 

Proviso, that the own- ed always, That such slave shall De ee to i ed pa a 

ex’s permission. shail permission in writing from his owner or from the legal repre- 
Be produced. ~~ gentative of his owner for that purpose. (4) ‘ 

V. And whereas, by the ninth section of the eighth George 


New clause. > 
Slaves to be sold infa» the second, chapter fifth, it 1s enacted, “ that whenever here- 


after any slave or slaves, taken on any writ of venditioni, shall 


miles, 
be exposed to sale, the provost-marshal, or his deputies re- 
spectively, shall sell all such slaves singly, unless in cases of 
When so levied on. families, in which case, and no other, the said provost-mar- 


shal, or any of his deputies, may set up to sale such family or | 


families, consisting of a man and his wife, his or their chil- 

dren;” And whereas, it seems necessary further to enforce 

this provision: Be it therefore enacted by the authority afore- 

Proviso, that levies hie Heel all cases where a levy shall be made by any de- 

ey onc nqi. puty-marsha ¢ : 

pees rte pee each family shall be sold together and in one lot: Provided al- 
cessive levies not au- ways, That nothing in this act contained shall be understood 
thorised hereby. to interfere with levies on individual slaves, nor be construed 
to authorise excessive levies. (5) eae na eas 

NT VI, And be it further enacted by the authority oforesard, 
ribbed bal one Th hit rs of free condition, shall ex- 
Sunday markets after = rat no white, person, OF Persons x : ? . 
: ose on a Sunday, after the hour of eleven o’clock in the fore- 


Ll] a. Mm. abolished, i : F 
, noon, any goods or provisiens for sale in any market or in any 





1 or collecting-constable of a family or families, - 
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vhop or other places, under a penalty not exceeding - five 
pounds for every offence, to be recovered in a summary man- 
ner, before any two magistrates; and if any slave do commit 
such offence, the geods so exposed to be forfeited, by order of 


. any justice ef the peace, for the benefit of the poor of the pa- 


ish where such offence is committed : Provided, That nothing 


. herein shall extend to prevent the keeping open any druggist- 


Shop, tavern, or lodging-house, or the sale of fresh meat and 
fresh fish, or milk, on Sunday ; such sale, however, not to take 


. place in any town or place during the hours appointed for the 


celebration of divine service therein: Provided always, That 


_ Sufficient notice be given in the market that the hour for clo- 
_ Sing it has arrived. (6) 


VIL. Whereas, it is expedient to render the sabbath as much 
as possible a day of rest and for religious worship: And 


whereas, it would be right and preper that slaves should be 
_ protected on some other day in the week besides Sunday from 
. being taken or levied upon for debt, under any process issuing 


out of any ef the courts of justice in this island, or by collect- 
ing constables for taxes: Be it therefore enacted by the aus 


_ thority aforesaid, That it shall not be lawful to make any levy 


upon any negro or other slave on Satutday, and that they 
shall be exempt from all such process, and also from levies by 
collecting constables for taxes on that day the same as on 


Sunday. (7) 


VIIE. And be it further enacted by the authority afosesaid, 
That from and after the commencement of this Act, the slaves 
belonging to or employed on every plantation or , settlement 
shall, over and above the holidays hereinafter to be mentioned, 
be allowed one day in every fortnight to cultivate their own 
Provision grounds, exclusive of Sundays, except during the 


' time of crop, under the penaity of twenty pounds, to be reco= 


vered against the overseer or person having the care of such 


_ Slaves ; provided always, that the number of days so allowed to 


the slaves for the cultivation of their grounds, shall be at least 
twenty six inthe year. (8) 

TX. And whereas much mischief is occasioned by persons 
employing the slaves of others; Be it enacted by the authority 


aforesaid, that from and after the [passing] of this Act, no 
_ person or persons whomsoever shall employ theslave orslaves of 


others for any reward or hire to be paid to them on the Sanday 
or any other day allowed such slave by Jaw, without the con- 
Sent in writing of such owner. or owners, Or overseers, 


_ first had and obtained, under a penalty not exceeding five 


ounds for each negro so hired or employed; such penalty to: 


e recovered in a Summary manner by warrant under the 


_ hands and seals of two magistrates of the parish in which the 


property is situated where the offence shall have been com- 


mitted ; and in case of nonpaynient of such penalty, to commit 


the offender or offenders to the common gaol of the county in 
which such offence shall have been committed, for a space not 
exceeding twenty days, or until such penalty shall be paid ; 
and such penalty shall be for the benefit of the party, pro- 
prietor, or possessor of such slave complaining, in ease such 
offence shall be proved by a disinterested person; and in case 
such offence shall be proved by the owner, proprietor, or pos- 
sessor of such slave, such penalty shall be for the benefit. of 


the poor of the parish in which the same offenee shall be com, 
mitted. (9) 
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X. And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That during 
the crop, not only shall the slaves, as heretofore be exempted 
from the labour of the estate or plantation on Sundays, but 
that no mills shall be put about or worked between the hours 
of seven o’clock on Saturday night and five o’clock on Monday 
morning, under the penalty of twenty pounds, to be recovered 
against the overseer or other person having the. charge of 
such slaves. (10) 

XI. And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That every 
master, owner, or possessor, of any slave or slaves, or his or 
her overseer or chief manager, shall, under the penalty of ten 
pounds, for each neglect, cause the condition of the negro 
grounds to be inspected once in every month at least, in order 
to see that the same are cultivated and kept up in a proper 
manner, of which oath shall be made, as in this act is hereaf- 
ter directed. And whereas it may happen, that on some plan- 
tations, penns, settlements, and towas, in this island, there 
may not be lands proper for the cultivation of provisions, or 
where by reason of long continuance of dry weather, the negro 
erounds may be rendered unproductive, then, and in that 
case, the masters, Owners, Or POssessors, do by some other 
ways and means, make good and ample provision for all such 
slaves as they shail be possessed of, equal to the value of three 
shillings and four-pence currency, per week, for each slave, 
in order that they may be properly supported and maintained, 
under the penalty of fifty pounds. (11) : 

XIL. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That every master, Owner, or possessor, of slaves, shall once 
in every year, provide and give to each slave they shall be 
possessed of proper and sufficient clothing, to be approved of 
by the justices and vestry of the parish, where such master, 
owner, or possessor, of such slave shall reside, under the 
penalty of five pounds for each slave for whomsuch clothing shallnot 
be provided, to be recovered ina swinimary manner before thiee 
justices of the peace. (12) 

XIU. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That every master, owner, proprietor, or possessor of slaves, 
his or her overseer or chief manager, at their giving in an 
account of their slaves and stock to the justices and vestry, 
on the twenty-eighth day of March in every year, or at the. 
vestry which shall be held next aiter that day, shall, under the 
penalty of one hundred pounds for every neglect, give in an 
account on oath, of the nature and quantity of the clothing ac- 
tually served to each slave on such plantation, penn, or other 
settlement, for the approbation of the justices and vestry, as 
aforesaid ; and shall likewise at the same time, declare on oath, 
that he has inspected, or cause to be inspected, the negro 
grounds (where such negro grounds are allotted) of sach plan- 
‘tation, penn, or settlement, according to the directions of this 
act, and that every negyo on the property is sufficiently pre- 
vided with grounds, or where there are no negro grounds, such 
ample provision as herein before directed. (13) 

XIV. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid 
That when the number of slaves belonging to any master, 


owner, or possessor, shall not exceed forty, and such master, 
owner, or possessor, shall not comply with the enactments con- 
tained in the two foregoing clauses of this act, tle justices and 
vestry of the parish where such master, owner, or possessor ef 











& 


such slaveg reside, shail have power and authority to impose a 
penalty not exceeding fifty pounds, to be recovered in a sum- 
mary manner before any two of his Majesty’s justices of 
the peace by distress and sale of the offender’s goods and 
chattels. (14) — 

XV. And whereas by the usage of this island slaves have 
always been permitted to possess personal property, and it is 
expedient that such laudable custom should be established by 
law; Be it therefore enacted by the authority ayoresaid, That if 
any owner, possessor, or any other person whatsoever, shall 
wilfully and unlawfully take away from any slave or slaves, or 
in any way deprive or cause any slave or slaves to be deprived 
of any species of personal property by him, her, or them law- 
fully possessed, such person or persons shall forfeit and pay 
the sum of ten pounds over and above the yalue of such pro- 
perty so taken away as aforesaid, the same to be recovered 
under the hands and seals of any three justices of the peace. 
before whom the complaint shall be laid and the facts 
proved: Provided nevertheless, That nothing in this Act 
shall be construed or deemed to authorise any trespass or 
to allow any slave or slaves to turn loose or keep on his own- 
ers or other persons property, any horses, mares, mutes, ass- 
es, cattle, sheep, hogs, or goats, without the consent of his 
owner, or person in possession of such lands being first had 
and obtained. (15) 

XVI. Whereas it is expedient that the owners of slaves 
or other persons, should have it in their power to reward the 
fidelity of slaves, or to make them a bequest, as a reward for 
their services or good conduct: Be tt therefore enacted by the 
authority aforesaid, That any pecuniary bequest or legacy of 
a chattle to. a slave, shall be deemed and considered to be a 
valid and legal bequest or legacy, and the executor er execu-. 
tors, or other representative of the testator, shall be autho- 
rized to pay the amount of such legacy, or to deliver such 
chattle to such slave, Provided always, That nothing herein 
contained shall be deemed to authorize the institution of any 
action or suit at law, or in equity,for the recovery of such 
legacy, or to make it necessary to make any slave or slaves a 
defendant or defendants to a suit in equity. (16) 

XVII. And in order that further encouragement may. 
be given to the increase and protection of negro in- 
fants. Be it further enacted by the authority afore- 
said, That every female slave who shall have six children liv- 
ing, or who having raised from infancy and during the peri- 
od of nurture a child or children of deceased mothers, and 
which shall continue to live with her, as her adopted child or 
children, shall have of her own and of such so raised and 
adopted child or children, six children living, shall be exempt- 

_ed from all hard labour in the field or otherwise, and. the own- 
er or possessor of every such female slave shall be exempted 
from all manner of taxes for such female slave, any thing in 
the Act, commonly called the Poll Tax Law, or any cther of 
the tax laws of this island, passed or annually to be passed,. 
to the contrary notwithstanding, and a deduction shall be 
made for all such female slaves from the taxes of such owner: 
or possessor, by certificate of the justices and vestry, Pro- 
vided nevertheless, that proof be given on cath, to the satisfac- 
tion of the said justices and vestry, not only that the requi- 
site number cf children, together with the mother or adopted. 
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mother are living, but also that the mother is exempted from 
all manner of field or hard labour, and is provided with the 
means of an easy and comfortable maintenance. (17) 

XVIII. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,. 
That no’ master, owner, or possessor, of any slave or slaves, 
whether in his or her own right, or as attorney, guardian, trus-. 
tee, executor, or otherwise, shall discard or turn away any such. 
slave or slaves, on account or by reason of such slave or slaves,, 
being rendered incapable of labour or service to such master,, 
owner, ot possessor, by means of sickness, age, or infirmity; 
but every such master, owner, or possessor, as aforesaid, shall 
be, and he is hereby obliged to keep. all such. slave or slaves. 
upon his, her, or their properties, and to find and provide 
them with suflicient clothing, wholesome necessaries of life, 
and not suffer such slave or slaves, as aforesaid,, to be in want. 
thereof, or to wander about and become burthensome to others. 
for sustenance, under the penalty of twenty pounds for every, 
such offence, to. be recovered in a summary manner before any. 
three Justices of the Peace in this Island, who are hereby au-. 
thorized, empowered, and required to cause such master, own-. 
er, or possessor, his, her, er their Attorney or Agent, and 
such other persons as they shall judge necessary, to be sum- 
moned before them, to enable them to judge and determine of. 
the propriety of such information, and whether such master,. 
owner, or possessor, ought to incur the said penalty, and in: 
the mean time, and until such trial can be had, the said Jus-. 
tices of the’Peace, upon their own view, or upon the informa-~ 
tion of any white or free person, on oath, are hereby empow- 
ered and required to take wp such wandering, sick, aged, or 
infirm slave er slaves, and to lodge him,. her, or them, in the 
nearest Workhouse, there to be clothed and fed, but not work-. 
ed; at the expense of the master, ewner, or possessor, until 
such trial, as aforesaid, can be-had, and if it shall appear to. 
the said Justices, on such trial, that the party or parties so. 
complained of, is or are guilty of the said offence, and shall 
refuse to pay the said sum of twenty pounds, and the fees of 
such Workhouse, for the maintenance of. such slave or slaves, 
together with the charges of clothing and of the conviction, 
the said Justices are hereby required and empowered, under: 
the penalty of twenty pounds, forthwith by warrant under their ~ 
hands and seals, directed to the Constable, to commit such of-. 
fender or offenders te the common gaol of the county or parish. 
where the offence shalt be committed, there to remain until he,. 
she, or they, shall pay the said sum of twenty pounds and 
charges, as aforesaid, one moiety of which said fine shall be: 
paid to the informer, wlio is hereby declared to be a good wit-. 
ness, and the other moiety shall be paid into the hands of the: 
Churchwardens of such parish for the poor of the said parish,. . 
any law, custom, or usage,to the contrary netwithstanding.(18): 

XIX. And whereas, from the decease and change of resi- 
dence ofmany proprietors ofslaves andother circumstances, and. 
from the manumission of negro, mulatto, and other slaves, with-. 
out any suitable provision being made for their future mainte- 
nance, many unhappy objects afilieted with contagious distem- 
pers, or disabled from labour by sickness, age, and otherwise, 
and having no owners, prove dangerous, oY become a: burthen 
or nuisance to the several towns and parishes of this island, | 
for remedy whereof, Re it further enacted by the authority » 


ii A ; parochial tax to afvresaid, that the justices and vestrymea of the several towns 


/ 
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and parishes im this island, be empowered to lay a tax upon the 
several towns and'parishes in the same manner as the parochial 
taxes are usually laid for the purpose of raising such a sum as 
they shall judge suflicient to: provide for the maintenance, cloth- 
ing, medical care, and attendance in the workhouses or other 
convenient places of the said several towns and parishes of this 
island, of such negro, nrulatto, or other slaves, or other unhap- 
py objects as aforesaid. And the magistrates respectively of 
such town and parish, are hereby empowered and required 
upon application being made to them or either of them, or up- 
on view, to order allsuch objects as aforesaid, to. be removed 
and conveyed to the respective workhouses of each parish, 
where (if'a slave) the former proprietor or proprietors, owner 
or owners of such slave, lived or resided; or if a person manu- 
mized or made free, of the parish wherein the owner or owners: 
commonly resided, or the property was situated’ to whom or 
to which such manumized person belonged immediately pre- 
vious to the execution of such manumission, or if such manu- 
mission be by will, immediately previous to the.decease-of the 
testator or testatrix, there to be lodged and’ takem care of as 
aforesaid, and the magistrates and. vestries of the- several 
towns and parishes as aforesaid, are. hereby empowered and 
required to make fron: time to-time all such humane and salu- 
tary regulations, fér the purposes aforesaid: as. to thenr shall 
seem necessary and expedient, and’ the keeper of the work- 
house in suck parish to which such slave or free porson,shall 
be sent by warrant from any other parish, shall be obliged to 
receive the same under the penalty of twenty pounds. (19): 

XX. And it is hereby enacted and declared, That every 
parish in this island to which any manumized person shall be 
removed in pursuance of this act, or any clause of any former 
act for this purpose, as to the place of the legal scttlement of 
such person, shall be entitled to: claim all the advantages to be 
derived by law from the security bond directed to be entered 
into and given, in and by an act passed in the fifteenth year 
of the reign of his late Majesty King George the: third, enti- 
tled, “ An act for regulating the manumission of negro, mu- 
latto, and other slaves, and to oblige the owners to make a 
provision for them during their lives,” by any person or per-. 
sons manumizing any slave or slaves to the churehwardens of 
whatsoever parish such bond may have been given, as fully as. 
if the same had been entered into to the churchwardens: of the 
parish to which such manuntized person shall become burthen- 
some. (20) 

XX. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That all owners or others, who may manumize such slaves as 
are old, infirm, or unable to work for their maintenance, are 
hereby obliged to provide for such maintenance by allowing 
each and every such slave, at the rate of ten pounds per an- 
num, under the penalty of one hundred pounds, to be recover- 
ed in the grand or assize courts, and to be paid over to the 
churclwardens of the parish where such slave may reside, 
which parish shall after the recovery of such sum, provide for,. 
and pay the sum of ten pounds annually for the support. of 
such slave. (21) F 

XXII. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That in case any goods, chattels, or slaves belonging to the 
owners of such old, infirm, and deserted slaves as aforesaid, 
who shall have become burthensome to any parish for support 
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shall theteafter be found in any part of this island, it shalf 
and may be lawful for the churchwardens of every such pa- 
rish to recover the full amount of all expenses to which such 
parish, shall at any time have been put on account of 
such deserted slaves before any three justices of the peace of 
the parish or precinct, wherein such goods, chattels, or slaves. 
shall be found, by distress and sale of the same. (22) 

XXIII. And whereas, It sometimes happens, that aged, in- 
firm, or disabled slaves belonging to the estates of insolvent 
debters, remain in the custody of the provest marshal of 
this island, or his deputies, without a possibility of the same 
being sold for the benefit of the creditors of such estates: Be 
ait enacted by the authority aforesaid, That upon proof being 
made on oath by any deputy marshal before any three magis- 
trates of the district, wherein he shall hold his appointment, 
that any slave or slaves of the above description has or have 
been in his custedy for more than six months thereto preceding, 
that such slave or slaves have been repeatedly put up to sale 
by public outcry, that no bidder has offered to purchase the 
same, and there is no probability of his or her being sold, it 
may and shall be lawful for the said three magistrates to make 
an order under their hands and seals for the removal of such 
slave or slaves to the parish wherein the owner of such slave 
or slaves resided, at or immediately before the time when he 
or she took the benefit of the act for the relief of insolvent 
slebtors, now in force or hereafter to be in force, there to be 
‘maintained and provided for according to the directions of this: 
act, hereinbefore declared. (23) 

XXIV. And it is hereby enacted That such order being re- 
corded in the office of the clerk of the peace of the precinct, 
wherein the goal of such deputy marshak, as aforesaid shall be 
situated, shall be deemed and taken in all the courts of this: 
island as a complete and perfect acquittal of all demands, 
claims, suits, and actions of every kind; on or against such pro- 
vost marshal or any of his deputies as may or shall be made, 
instituted, or preferred by any person or persons whatsoever, 
on account, or by reason of the removal of any such slave or 
slaves as aforesaid, out of his or their custody. Provided al- 
ways, that if such slave should at any time thereafter recover 
and become saleable, it shail be the duty of the supervisor of 
the workhouse in which such slave is confined, to report the 
same to the provost-marshall-general, and thereupon the su- 
preme court shall order such slave to be sold by the provost- 
marshal, for the benefit of the insolvent’s estate. (2%) 

XXV. And whereas, negroes afhicted with the yaws, coco- 
bay, or other contagious disease, are sometimes permitted to 
leave their master’s property, and travel about the country, to 
the great annoyance of the public, and of those in the neigh- 
bourhood ; Be it enacted,that every owner or proprietor of 
slaves, or his, her, or their overseer, as the case may be, permitting 
the same, shail forfeit the sum of twenty pounds for every such 
offence, to be recovered in a summary manner before any three 
magistrates, ene moiety of which to be paid to the informer, 
and the other moiety to the churchwardens, for the poor 
of the parish in which the offence shall be committed, and 
which forfeiture shall be recovered on oath of the informer, or 
other person complaining, to be levied by warrant of the 
said magistrates, who on refusal orfailure of payment, are here- 
by authorised to commit the delinquent to the county or near- 
est gaol unti] paid. (25) 
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XXVI. And be it therefore enacted, that every field slave 
on any plantation or settlement, shall, on work days, be al- 
lowed half an hour for breakfast, and two hours for dinner ; 
and that no slave shall be compelled to any manner of field 
work upon the plantation, before the. hour of five in the morn- 
ing, or after the hour of seven atnight, except during the time 
of crop, under the penalty of fifty pounds, to be recovered 
against the overseer or other person having the charge of such 
slaves. (26) 

XXVII. And beit further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
that for the future, all slaves in this island shall be allowed the 
usual number of holidays that were allowed at the usual sea- 
sons of Christmas, Easter, and Whitsuntids, provided that at 
every such respective season, no more than three holidays shall 
be allowed to follow or succeed immediately, one after the 
other, any law, custom, or usage to the contrary notwithstand- 
ing ; and if any master, owner, guardian, or attorney, of any 
plantation or settlement, or the overseer of such plantation or 
settlement, shall presume at the seasons aforesaid, to allow 
any holidays to any slave, on any such plantation or settle- 
ment, other than is directed by this act to be given, every per- 
son so offending shall forfeit the sum of five pounds. (27) | 

XXVHT. And in order to encourage slaves to detect run- 
aways, Be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That every 
slave or slaves that shall inform against any person who shall 
have or conceal any runaway slave or slaves, so that such runa- 
way slave or slaves may be taken and restored to his, her, or their 
owner or owners, or be committed to any workhouse, every such 
slave or slaves so informing, shall be entitled to such reward 
as any justice shall think just and reasonable, and be paid by 
such person or persons as such justice shall determine ought 
to pay the same, not less than twenty shillings, nor exceeding 
forty shillings, to be enforced by a warrant under the hand 
and seal of such justice. (28), 

XXIX. Andbe it further enacted by the euthority afore- 
said, That if any slave or slaves shall kill, or take any 
slave or slaves in actual rebellion, he or she shall re- 
ceive from the churchwardens of the respective parishes, 
where such slave or slaves shall have been killed, the sum of 
three pounds, and the sum of five pounds if taken alive, and a 


blue cioth coat to be paid and furnished by the churchwardens . 


of the respective parishes, where such slave or slaves shall 
have been killed or taken, the whole expense whereof shall be 
re-imbursed by the receiver general for the time being, out of 
any monies in his hands unappropriated. (29). . 
XXX. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That if any person hereafter shall, with malice aforethought, 
kill or murder any negro or other slave, such person so offend- 
ing shall, on conviction, be adjudged guilty of felony, without 
benefit of clergy, and shall suffer death accordingly for the 
said offence ; Provided always, that such conviction shall not 
extend to the corrupting the blood or the forfeiture of lands or 
tenements, goods or chattles, any law, custom, or usage to the 
contrary thereof, in any wise notwithstanding. (30) 
_ XXXII. And beit further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That if any person or persons shall at any time after the com- 
“mencement of this act unlawfully and carnally know and 
abuse any female slave under the age of ten years, every such 
unlawful and carnal knowledge shall be felony, and the of- 
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fender thereof béing duly convicted, shall suffer as a felon, 
without benefit of clergy. (31) 

XXXII. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That if any person or persons shall at any time after the com- 
mencement of this act commit a rape on any female slave, 
then and in every such case every person being thereof law- 
fully convicted shall be deemed guilty of felony, and suffer 
death without benefit of clergy ;, Provided always, that nothing 
herein contained shall extend to the corrupting the blood or the 
forfeiture of lands or tenements, goods or chattles, any law, 
custom, or usage to the contrary thereofin any wise notwith- 
standing. (32) 

XXXIII. And, in order to prevent any person from mu- 
tilating, dismembering, or cruelly beating or confining any slave 


te] . 
or slaves, Be it further enacted by the authority aforesuid, 


‘That if any master, mistress, owner, possessor, Or other person 


whatsoever, shall at his, her, or their own will and pleasure, 
or by his, her, or their direction, or with his, her, or their 
knowledge, suflerance, privity, or consent, mutilate ordismem- 
ber any slave or slaves, or wantonly or cruelly whip, maltreat, 
beat, bruise, wound or imprison, or keep in confinement with- 
out sufficient support, or brand any slave or slaves, he, she, or 
they, shall be liable to be indicted for such offence in the su- 
preme court of judicature, or in any of the assize courts or 
courts of quarter-sessions of this island, and, upon conviction, 
shall be punished by fine not exceeding one hundred pounds, 
or imprisonment not exceeding twelve months, or both, for 
each und every slave so mutilated or dismembered, punished 
or confined, and such punishment is deciared to be without 
prejudice to any action that could or might be brought at 
common law, for recovery of damages, for or on account of 
the same, in case such slave or slaves shall not be the proper- 
ty of the offender. And, in atrocious cases, where the owner of 
such slave or slaves shall be convicted of such offence, the 
court before whom such offender shall have been tried and 
conyicted, are hereby empowered, in case they shall think it 
necessary, for the future protection of such slave or slaves, to 
declare him, her, or them free, and discharged from all man- 
ner of servitude, to all intents and purposes whatsoever ; and 
in all such cases the court are hereby empowered and autho- 
rized, if to them it shall appear necessary to order and direct 
the said fine of one hundred pounds to be paid to the justices 
and vestry of the parish, to which the said slave or slaves be- 
longed, to the use of the said parish, the said justices and ves- 
try, in consideration thereof, paying to each of the said slave 
or slaves so made free, the sum of ten pounds per annuin, 
for his or her maintenance and support, during life ; and, in 
case any slave or slayes shall suffer any before mentioned 
mutilations cr wanton punishment, or confinement, or brand- 
ing, such slave or slaves, on his, her, or their application to any 
justice of the peace—the said justice of the peace shall be, and 
is hereby directed, required and empowered, on view, or its 
appearing to his satisfaction, that such mutilation or wanton 
punishment have been really suffered, to send such slave or 
slaves to the nearest workhouse where such offerice shall be 
committed, and such slave or slaves shall be there safely kept, 
and earefully attended, but not worked, at the expence of such 
parish, until such time as the special sessions hereinafter 
mentioned shall meet, and such slare shall be sept separate 


wv 








eo 


and apart from slaves committed to such workhouse es run- 
aways or criminals, in a place appropriated in such workhouse 
Sor that purpose ; and the said Justice of the peace, to whom 
such application shall have been made as aforesaid, is here- 
by required, and directed forthwith, to certify the nature 
ofsuch application or complaint to the Custos or senior Ma- 
gistrate in the parish or precinct wherein such workhouse shall 
be situate, whose duty it shall be, and he is hereby directed and 
required to convene a special sessions, consisting of not less 
than three justices of the peace of such parish or precinct, 
which special sessions, when met, is hereby empowered and 
required to make further and full enquiry, upon view, and by 
the examination of witnesses into the commitment of the mu- 
lilation or punishment of such slave or slaves; and if upon such 
eXainination it shall appear to them, that the complaint of 
such slave or slaves is frivolous or unfounded, it shall be law- 
ful for them, and they are hereby required to dismiss the com- 
plaint, and to direct such slave or slaves to be delivered over 
to his, her, or their owner or Owners, or possessor, or his, her, 
or their iegal representatives, or to direct such punishment by 
confinement to hard labour, or whipping, or both, as to them: 
may seem proper ; but, if upon such examination and enquiry 
as aforesaid, it shall appear to the satisfaction of the said jus- 
tices, that the complaint is well founded, they are hereby di- 
rected to lodge the examinations with the clerk of the crown, 
or clerk of the peace, that the parties may be prosecuted ac- 
cording to law, and to bind over the said offenders and wit- 
nesses ina sum not exceeding fifty pounds, with securities 
to appear at the. grand or assize courts, or quarter ses- 
sions of the parish, and to remand the said slave or slaves 
to the workhouse, to be kept until such time as there shall be 
a legal meeting of the justices and vestry of such parish, which 
meeting the custos or chief magistrate is hereby required to 
call as early as conveniently may be, and such justices and 
vestry, when met, are hereby appointed a council of protec- 
tion of such slave or slaves, and are hereby directed and em- 
powered, ifthey think proper to make further enquiry, into 
the commitment of the mutilation or punishment of such slave 
or slaves, and if to them it shall appear proper, the said jus- 
tices and vestry are hereby empowered and required to pro- 
secute to effect such owner or owners, the expence of which 
prosecution shall be paid by the parish where such offence 
shall be committed, and in case the owner or owners of such 
Slave or slaves shall appear capable of paying the costs and 
charges of such before-mentioned prosecution, the said justices 
and vestry are hereby empowered to commence a suit or suits 
against such owner or owners of such Slave or slaves, and re- 
cover ail costs and charges out of purse by them laid out and 
expended in such suit or suits ; and the keeper of the work- 
house where such slave or slaves shall have been first com- 
mitted is hereby directed and required, upon due notice of the 
meeting of the said special sessions, or of the first meeting of the 
council of protectionof the parish where the offence was com- 
mitted, to produce such slave or slaves for the inspection and 
direction of such special sessions and council of protection, 
under the penalty of one hundred pounds for every neglect in 
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ARXIV. And be it further enacted by the authority aferesaid, 





New. clause. 



































Penalty on justice or 
vestrynian not attend- 
jug council of protec- 
tion. 


Any justice on. view 
or information of siave 
being maltreated to 
send for same, and if 
fact is so to send slave 
to workhouse (where 
he is not to be worked) 
till enquiry is made. 


Slaves not to receive 
more than ten lashes 
except in presence of 
owner or overseer, &c. 
nor in such presence 
more than 39, nor un- 
til recovered from for- 
mer whipping, wider 
penalty, &c. 


Amendment. 


Nem elause. 

Slave not to be sent to 
workhouse for more 
than 10 days, or to re- 
ceive more than 20 
lashes therein, without 
order of justice. 


c 


Further punishment of 
slave under such cir- 
cumstances prohibited. 





12 


That if after due notice of such meeting being conycned, a suf- 
ficient number of magistrates and vestrymen do not attend to 
form a council of protection, the custos or senior magistrate 
who may preside at such meeting, is hereby empowered and 
required to inflict a fine not exceeding ten pounds upon any 
vestryman or magistrate voluntarily absenting himself, to be 
levied by warrant under his hand and seal. (34). 

XXXV. And be iifurther enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That in case any justice of tke peace shall receive any com- 
plaint or probable intelligence from any slave, or otherwise, 
that any slave or slaves is or are so mutilated or cruelly pu- 
nished, or is or are confined without suficient support, it shall 
and may be lawful for such justice of the peace, and he is. 
hereby empowered and required forthwith to issue his warrant 
to any constable, ordering him immediately to proceed to the 
place where such slave or slaves are confined, and such slave 
or slaves to release and bring before such justice, who, on 
view or proof of the fact, is hereby authorized to send such slave 
or slaves to the workhouse for protection, there to be kept 
but not worked until enquiry shall be made into the fact ac- 
cording to law. (85) 

XXXMVL And in order to restrain arbitrary punishment, 
Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That no slave 
on. any plantation er settlement, or im any of the workhouses 
or gaols in this island, shall receive more than ten lashes at one 
time and for one offence, unless the owner, attorney, guardian, 
executor, or administrator, or overseer, of such plantation or 
settlement having such slave in his care, or keeper of such 
workhouse, or keeper of such gael, shall be present; and that 
no. such owner, attorney, guardian, executor, administrator, or 
overseer, workhouse-keeper, or gaol-keeper, shall on any ac- 
count punish a slave with more than thirty-nine lashes at one 
time and for one offence, nor inflict or suffer to be inflicted 
such last-mentioned punishment, nor any other number of lashes 
onthe same day, nor untilthe delinquent has recovered from the 
sftects of any former punishment, under a penalty not less than 
ten pounds or more than twenty pounds for every offence, to 
be. recovered against the person directing or permitting such 
punishment, in a summary manner, upon conviction before any 
three magistrates, by warrant of distress and sale, and in de- 
fault of payment, the said magistrates are hereby required and 
empowered to commit such offender to the common gaol for 
any space of time, not exceeding ten days, besides being subject 
to be prosecuted by indictment in the suprome or Assize 
courts or courts of quarter sessions of this island as for an 
offence against this act. (36) ; 

XXXVIL And be it further enacted by the authority afore- 
said, That no person or persons shall after the commencement of 
this Act commit or send any slave or slaves belonging to him, 
her, or them, to any workhouse in this island for any offence 
whatseever for a longer space of time than ten days, without 
a commitment or warrant to. be signed by a justice of the 
peace, nor shall give nor direct, or cause to be given to any 
slave in such workhouse, more than twenty lashes without a 
warrant from a justice of the peace, under a penalty of five: 
pounds for each and every such offence ; and if any person 
shall further punish, cr cause to be punished, any such slave or 
slaves for the same offence fer which he, she, or they had suffered 


such pusnibment as aforesaid, (or such punishment as a justice 
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of the peace shall have directed) either by re-committing suoli | 


slave or slaves to the same workhouse, or committing or send- 
ing him, her, or them, to any other workhouse or otherwise 
howsoever, such person shall suffer such punishment by fine 
not exceeding ten pounds; and if any workhonse-keeper 
shall give or cause to be given any number of lashes contrary 
to tne true intent and meaning of this clause, such workhouse- 
keeper shall suffer punishment by fine, not exceeding ten 
pounds, and the several penalties and fines under this clausc 
are to be recovered before any three justices of the peace, who 
may commit the person so offending to gaol, until such penal- 
ties or fines a:e paid, or may issue their warrant for the levy- 
ing and sale of the same, by sale of the goods and chatiles of 
the offender. (37) 

XXXVIIT. And be it further enacted by the authority afore- 
said, That in case any justice or Justices of the peace shail receive 
any complaint or probable intelligence from any slave or 
otherwise, that any slave or slaves has or liave been impro- 
perly punished contrary to the true intent and meaning of this 
act, it shall and mayebe lawful to and for such magistrate to 
associate two other of the magistrates of the said parish with 
him, and to inquire in a sunmmary manner into such complaint, 
and if apon inquiry it shall be found that the said complaint is 
true, it shall be the duty of the said mayistrates, and they are 
hereby requiied to proceed against the offender according to 
Jaw ; but if it shall appear that such complaint was groundiess, 
the said magistrates shall punish the complainant and the 
person giving information thereof, in such manner as to them 
may seem proper. (38) 

XXXIX. And beit further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That no person shall, on any pretence whatsvever, punish any 
negro or other slave, whether his own property or otherwise, 
hy fixing or causing to be fixed, an iron or other collar round 
the neck of such slave, or by loading the body or limbs of 
such slave for any offence whatsoever, with chains or weights 
of any kind, other than a light collar without hooks, te indi- 
cate that such slave is an incorrigible rupaway, or one accus- 
tomed to commit depredation on grounds of the other negroes, 
and which collar shall only be pat on by the directions of a 
magistrate, on complaint being made, under a penalty not less 
than five pounds, nor exceeding fifty pounds, to be recovered 
ina summary manner, before any two or more justices of the 
peace of the parish or precinct where the offence shall be com 
mitted ; and all and every the justices of the peace within this 
island are hereby authorised, directed, and required, under 


the penalty of one hundred pounds, on information and view of. 


such offence, to order such collar, chains, irons, or weights to 
be immediately taken off from the slave or slaves wearing or 
bearing the same. (39) 

XL. And be tt further enacted, That no slave (such only 
excepted as are going with tire-wood, grass, fruit, provisions, 
or sinall stock, and other goods, which they may lawfully sell, 
to market and returning therefrom), shall from and after the 
commencement of this act, be suffered or permitted to go out 
of his or her master’s or owiier’s plantation or setilement, or to 
travel from one town or place to another, unless such slave 
shall have a ticket from his master, owner, employer, or over- 
seer, expressing particularly the time ef such slaves setting 
out, and where he or she is going, and the time limited for his 
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or her return, under a penalty not excceding forty shillings for 
every slave so offending, to be recovered from the master, 
“owner, employer, or overseer, in a swihmary mahner before 


“any one justice of the peace by warrant of distress, complaint 


being made to him upon oath, unless the master, owner, em- 
ployer, or overseer of sich slave shall prove upon oath before 
any justice of the peace of the parish or precinct where such 
master, owner, employer, or overseer may or shall live, or hap- 
pen to be, that he did give the said slave such ticket as afore- 
said, or that stch slave went away without his consent, in 
which case the justice to order punishment, and if such justice 


“shall neglect or refuse his duty either in causing the penalty 
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to be forthwith levied on complaint being made to him as 
aforesaid, on the owner, Ovérseer, or any other person who 
shall suffer a slave, being under his or their direction, to go 
without a ticket as aforesaid, every justice so offending shall 
forfeit the sum of five pounds, any law, custom, or usage to 
the contrary notwithstanding. (40) 

XLI. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That no ticket shall be granted to any slave or slaves for any 
time exceeding one calendar month. (41) 

XLII. And whereas it is very dangerous to the peace and 
safety of this island to suffer slaves to continue as runaways, 
and it is absolutely necessary to declare and make known to 
the public what slaves shall be deemed such ; Be it enacted 
by the authority aforesaid, That from and after the commence- 
ment of this Act, any slave or slaves who shall be absent from 
his owner or employer without leave for the space of five days, 
or who shall be found at the distance of eight miles from the 
house, plantation, or other settlement to which such slave or 
slaves shall belong, without a ticket or other permit to pass, 
except as‘ hereinbefore excepted, in going to and returning 
from market, shall be deemed a runaway. (42) 

XLIEP. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesard, 
That if any slave shall run away from his or her owner or law- 
ful possessor, and continue absent for a term exceeding six 
months, such slave being convicted. thereof shall be sentenced 
to be confined to hard labour for such time as the court shall 
determine, or be transported for life, according to the magni- 
tude of the offence. (43) 

XLIV. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That if any slave shall runaway from his or her lawful owner 
or possessor as aforesaid, and continue absent for any term not 
exceeding six months, such slave shall be liable to be tried be- 
fore two justices, and upon conviction thereof shall, for the 
first offence, suffer such punishment, by flogging or confine- 
ment to hard labour, not exceeding three months, as the said two 
justices shall think proper to direct; but if the said slave hath 
frequently runaway, and is by his or her owner or possessor 
declared to be an incorrigible runaway, he or she shall be tried 
as if he or she had been runaway from his or her said owner or 
possessor, and ‘continued absent for a term exceeding six 
months, and-such slave being convicted thereof, shall be sen- 
tenced to be confined to hard labour, or be transported for life, 
as the court shall direct. (44) 

XLV. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That any slave or slaves who shall knowingly harbour or con- 
ceal any runaway slave or slaves, or shall furnish a ticket or 
letter to such runaway slave or slaves, for the purpose of ena- 
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bling them to evade detection, shall be Hable to be tried for the 
same at the quarter sessions, or special slave court, herein- 
after appointed, and on conviction shall suffer such punish- 
ment as the court shall think proper to direct, not extending to 
life. (45) 

XLVI. And be it further enacted by the authority @foresaid, 
That if any white person, or person of free condition, shall 
wilfully and knowingly employ, harbour, or conceal any run- 
away slave, he, she, or they shall be liable to be indicted in the 
court of quarter sessions of the patish or precinct where such 
offence has been committed, ahd on conviction shall suffer such 
punishment, by fine not exceeding fifty pounds, or by impri- 
sonment net exceeding three months, as the court shall think 
proper to inflict, and also the further sum of three shillings and 
four pence per day for every day such slave or slaves may 
have been so runaway, to be paid to the owner or possessor of 
‘such slave, to be recovered in the same manner and hy the 
same remedy as the fine: Nevertheless, That nothing in 
this elause shall prevent the injured party from prosecuting 
under the act commonly called the invetgling act, if it shall be 
deemed proper. (46) 

XLVI. And be it further enacted by the wuthority aforesaid, 
That it shall and may be lawful for any justice of the peace, 
and he is hereby authorised and required, upon complaint 
made to him on vath, that any slave or slaves are runaway, or 
©n suspicion, or probable intelligence of the same, and that he, 
she, er they have absconded themselves from the service of 
their owners or employers, to grant a warrant to search for and 
apprehend all such runatway slaves, as aiso such slaves as the 
complainant shall have just cause to suspect to be guilty of 
wilfully entertaining, harbouring, or concealing such runaway 
slaves; and it shall and may be lawful for any person or per- 
sons, so authorized by warrant as aforesaid, to enter any ne- 
gro house or houses, or other place occupied by any slave or 
slaves, to search for any slave or slaves, having first given no- 
tice to the master, owner, manager, or overseer on the planta- 
tion to which such house or houses, or other places as afore- 
said belong, or proprietor or oceupier of any house; and after 
such warrant obtained, and notice given as aforesaid, to break 
epen the door or doors of such negro houses or rooms, into 
waich admittance shall be refused: Provided such warrant be 
executed by a lawful constable, or some white or free person, 
specially sworn as a constable for the purpose. (47) 

SLVIII. And whereas, the more eff ectually to conceal runaway 
slaves, or prevent their being apprehended, tickets are given by 
iil disposed persons of free condition: Be it therefore enacted 
by the authority aforesaid, That any white person, cr person 
ot free condition, granting or giving a letter or ticket to ena- 
ble any slave to absent himself or herself from his or her owner 
or possessor, shall be liable to be tried for the said offence be- 
fore the supreme court of judicature, or in either of the courts 
of assize, or courts of quarter sessions in this island where 
the offence shall be committed, and on conviction shall suffer 
such punishment, by fine or imprisonment, or both, as the 
court in their discretion shall think proper to inflict, not ex- 
tending to life. (48 

XLIX. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That any slave or other person or persons whatsoever, who 
shall apprehend any runaway slave or slaves, shall, for every 
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also the charges of advertising above directed, and no other fees 


whatever; and that the workhouse-keeper, and no other per-- 


son, shall attest, upon oath, that the charges in the account for 
mile-money, and the reward for apprehending such slave, 
were actually paid to the person who brought such runaway, 
and that the whole of the charges in the said account are 
strictly conformable to law: Provided always, and it is here- 
by declared, That the owner or owners of any slave to be com- 
mitted by the judgment of any court, or by order of the magis- 
strates, to any workhouse by way of punishment, shall not be 
answerable for, or compelled to pay, the workhouse fees for 
the time such slave shall be so committed and confined. (51) 


LI. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,: 


That the keeper of every workhouse or gaol in this island 
shall, under the penalty of ten pounds, for every neglect, pro- 
vide and give to every slave confined in such workhouse or 
gaol a sufficient quantity of good and wholesome provisions 


daily, that is to say, not less than one quart of unground Gui-. 


nea or Indian corn, or three pints of the flour or meal of either, 
or three pints of wheat flour, or eight full grown plantains, or 
eight pounds of cocoes or yanis, and also one herring or shad, 
or other salted provisions equal thereto, and shall aiso, under 
the like penalty, provide and supply every such slave confined 
as aforesaid with goodand suflicient clothing where necessary.52 

LUI. Provided always, and it is hereby enacted by the authori- 
ty aforesaid, That in case any negro or other person sent in and 
detained in any workhouse as a runaway slave, shall allege 
himself or herself to be free, it shall be the duty of the custos 
or senior justice of the parish er precinct wherein such 
workhouse is situated, to convene, as soon as conveniently 
may be, a special sessions, consisting of not less than three 
justices of the peace of such parish or precinct, and of which 
special sessions, and of the tine and place of holding the same, 
dué notice shall be given in the several county newspapers of 
this island, and which special sessions being so convened, shall 
carefully and attentively investigate, inquire into, and examine 


the truth of such allegation, and if it shall appear to such spe-- 


cial sessions that such person so detained as a runaway slave 
is free, such person shall be forthwith discharged, and in case 
it shall appear to such special sessiéns that such person is a 
slave, he or she shali be forthwith remanded to the workhouse, 
whereto he or she had been sent: Provided always, and it is 
hereby declared, That the decision of such Special sessions 
shall be without prejadice to the prosecution of the right or ti- 
tle of anyerson to, such runaway, or to the prosecution by 
‘Such person detained as a runaway of his or her right or 
title to his or her freedom: (53) 

_ LIV. And it is hereby further enacted by the authority afore= 
said, That ne slave or slaves so detained as a runaway slave 
or slayés shall be sold by any workhouse-keeper until such 


‘Special sessions has been convened and held, and such inves- 


tigation, inquiry, and examination had, and without the same 
being certified by the justices attending such special sessions 
under their hands and seals, and the sale of any such runaway 
slave or slaves made without such certificate being obtaized 
Shall be, and the same is hereby enacted and declared to be 
null and void to all intents and purposes, and no right, title, or 
interest whatsoever shall pass thereunder to any purchaser 


whomsoever, any thing in this act, or in an act of the lieute- 
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nant gevertor, couneil, and assembly of this iskand, made aad 
passed in the tlifrty-second year of his late majesty’s reign, en- 
titled “An act for establishing public workhouses in the several 
purishes of th's island,” or any other act, law, usage, or’ 
oustom to the contrary in any wise notwithstanding. (54) 

LV. And be it further enacted by the authority dforesaid, 
That from and after the commencement of this act, every 
workhouse-keeper in this islawd, who shall have any action in 
replevin, homine replegiando, ot ejectment, brought against’ 
him for any negro or other slave or slaves in his custody, shall,- 
under a penalty for every offence not Tess than five pounds, nor’ 
exceeding fifty pounds, as shall be inflicted by the jadges of 
his Majesty’s supreme court of judicature or courts of assize a 
in this island, inimediately after he’ receives such replevin, 
homine replegiands, or ejectment, give notice in the several 
eounty newspapers’ of such action and at whose suit it is 
brought, and the namie or names of such negro or other slave 
or slaves, together with his, her, or their mark or marks, and’ 
the best information he can get concerning the real owner of 
such slave or slaves, and shall continue such notice for four 
weeks before the trial shall be had upon such replevin, homing’ 
replegiando, or cjectment, or such slave or slaves be taken’ 
out of the custody of such workhouse-keeper: the’ costs of 
which and all other expences incurred, shall be paid to such 
workhouse-keeper by the person who shall recover such slave’ 
or slaves, and if arly petson’ or’ persons shall vive notice to such 
workhouse-kecper of his, her, or their intention to take the’ 
defence of any action so brought, such wotkhouse-keeper shall 
detain in his custody the slave or slaves, for or by whom such 
action shall be brought, until the trial of such action or order’ 
of the court thercon, under the penalty of one hundred pounds, 
unless the security ofiered in cases of homine replegiando, 
shall justify before a judge of the grand court or courts of as-. 
size, ih such sum as such judge sirail think proper, notice of 
such juStification and the time and place thereof, and the 
judge efore whom the same is to be taken, being given to the’ 
person intending to take the defence of such action, (55) 7 

LVI. And whereas several slaves have found means to 
runaway from their owners and depart from: this island, to the’ 
great damage of such owners, in evil example to other slaves, 
who may be thereby induced to attempt or conspire to do the 
same: And whereas there is reason to suspect that such slaves’ 
have been aided and. assisted in such escape and departure by 
other persons, and there is not any adequate punishment pro-- 
vided by law for such running away or departure, or attempting 
or conspiring to runaway and depart this island, or for persons 
aiding, assisting, or abctting such runaways, for remedy wherc— 
of, Be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That from and 


_ after’the commencement of this act, if any slave shall rana- 


wavy from his, her, or their owner or owners, employer or em— 
ployer, and go off, or conspire or attempt to co off this island, _ 


in any ship, boat, canoe, or other vessel, or craft whatever, 


or be aiding or abetting, or assisting to any other slave or’ 


slaves in such going off this island, he, she, or they, so run- 


ing away and coing off, or conspirmg or attempting to go off, 
cr so aiding, assisting, or abetting in such going off, being’ 
thereof coivicted, shall suffer such’ punishment as the court 
shall think proper to direct, not extending to life. (56)’ 


LVL And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
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Pon mx , Dates ti x 
That) if any white person or persen of free condition, shall 
knowingly be aiding, assisting, or abetting, any slave or slaves 
‘in going off this island, he, she, or they being convicted there- 
of by bill, plaint, or information, in the supreme court of ja- 
dicature, or either of the courts of assize of this isfand, shall 
forfeit the sum of three hundred pounds for each slave, one 
moiety whereof shiall be to our Sovereign Lord the King, his 
heirs and successors; for and towards the support of the go- 
vernment of this island, and the contingent charges thereof, 
and the other moiety to the party or parties at whose suit or 
complaint such person was convicted, and shall also suffer im- 
prisonment at the discretion of the said court, for any space of 
time not exceeding twelve months, without bail or mainprise.(57) 
LVIL. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That it shall and may be lawful to proceed against the person 
or persons so aiding, assisting, or abetting ‘any slave or slaves 
in going off this island, whether thie principal or principals be 
convicted or not, any thing in this or any other act, law, cus- 
tom, or usage to the contrary thereof notwithstanding. (58) _ 
LIX. And be it further énactéd by the authority aforesaid, 
That no negro of other slave shall be allowed to teavel the 
public roads with dogs of cuitlasses, or other offensive weapons, 
without a ticket from his owner, or to hunt any cattle, horses, 
mares, mules, or asses, in any part of this island, with lances, 
guns, cutlasses, or other instruments of death, unless in the 
company of his or their master, overseer, or some other white 
person, by him or them deputed, or by permission in writing ; 
and if any negro or other slave shall oifend, contrary te the 
true infent and meaning of this act, le, she, or they, being 
thereof convicted before three justices, shall suffer such punish- 
ment as they shall think proper to iriffict, not extending to life 
or transportation for life. (59) IRS 
LX. And be it further enacted by the authority afsresaid, 
That if any master; owr er, guardian, possessor or attorney, 
overseer or book-keeper of any plantation or settlement, shail 
hereafter suffer any strange slaves to assemble fegether and 
beat their drums, and blow their horns cr shells upon any 
plantation, pen, or settlement, or in any ya¥d er place, under 
his, her, or their care or management, or suall not endeavour 
to disperse or prevent the same, by immediately giving notice 
thereof to the néxt magistrate or commissioned officer, that a 
proper force may be sent to disperse the said slaves, every 
such master, owner, guardian, possessor or atiormey, overseer 
or book-keeper, shall for every such offence, upon conviction 
thercof, upon an indictment in the supreme court of judica- 
tare, or courts of assize or quarter sessions, of the parish’ 
wherein such offence shall be committed, pay a fine of filty. 
pounds to lis Majesty, his heirs and successors, for and to~ 
wards the support of the government of this island, and the 


contingent charges thereof: Provided nevertheless, That infor- 


mation of such offence shall be made upon oath, before any: 
of his Majesty’s’ justices of the peace, within. the space of 
fourteen days after the commission of the offence. (60). __ 
- EXE. And be it further enacted by the authority ajoresaid,. 
That'all officers, civil and military, shall be and are hereby em- 
powered and required to enter into any plantation, settlement, 
Or other place, to disperse all such unlawful assemblies, and 
to suppress and prevent all unlawful Crummmings or other noise, 
as before-mentioned, any. law, custom,’ or usive, to the com’ 
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trary notwithstanding, aceording to the nature, degree, or ei 
cumstances of the case. (61) 

LXII. And whereas, It has been found by experience, that 
rebellions have often been concerted at negro dances and 
nightly meetings of slaves, and as it has been found, also, that 
those meetings‘ tend much to injure the health of negroes: 
Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any 
owner or proprietor, overseer, or in his absence, any book- 
keeper or other person having the care and management of 
any plantation or settlement, shall suffer any slaves to assem- 
ble together, or beat their drums, or blow their horns or shells, 
every such owner or proprietor, overseer, book-keeper, or 
other person so offending, shall for every such offence upon 
conviction thereof, apen an indictment in the supreme court of 
judicature or before the justices of assize or court of quarter- 
sessions, wherein such offence shall be committed, suffer im- 
prisonment without bail or mainprize for any term, not exceed- 
ing six calendar months, provided information is made upon 
oath as aforesaid, before one of his Majesty’s justices of the 
peace within fourteen days after the commission of such of-* 
fence, but nothing herein contained shall be construed to pre-- 
vent any master, owner, or proprietor of any plantation or set- 
tlement, or the overseer thereof from granting liberty to the’ 
slaves of such plantation or settlement only, for assembling’ 
together upon such plantation or settlement, and playing and: 
diverting themselves in any innocent amusements so as they 
do not make use of military drums, horns, orshells, but that 
they shall and may grant such liberty, when and as often as- 
they please, any thing in this or any other act: to the contrary 
notwithstanding: Provided, That such amusements are put 
an end to by fwelve of the clock at night. (62). 

LXIII. And in order to prevent riots and nightly meetings® 
among negro and other slaves, to the disturbance of the public” 
peace and endangering their healths: Be it further enacted by 
the authority aforesaid, That all negro burials shall in future take 
place in the day time, so that the same may be ended before sun-~ 
set, and if any master, owner, or possessor of slaves, his or her 
overseer or chief manager, shall, knowingly suffer or permit the” 
burial of any slave otherwise than as before directed, he shall 
forfeit the sum of fifty pounds, and if any burials shall take” 
piace in any of the towns of this island or in savannas, com- 
mons, or other places, not in charge of an overseer after sun- 
set, every person of free condition in whose house, yard, or 
premises, any slaves shall be permitted to assemble for attend- 
ing such burial, shall forfeit a sum not less than five pounds, 
nor exceeding fifty pounds, and the negro or other slaves who 
shall meet for the purpose of attending such burial, or be 
found thereat, shall upon conviction before three er more ma~- 
gistrates, suffer such punishment as the said magistrates shail 
direct, not exceeding thirty nine lashes. (63) 4% 

LXIV. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,- 
That if any white or free person shall hereafter suffer any un-» 
lawful assembly of slaves at his or her house or settlement,- 
every such free person shail upon duc conviction thereof be- 
fore any court of quarter sessions, suffer punishment by fine’ 
not exceeding one hundred pounds, or imprisonment not ex- 
ceeding six months: Provided nevertheless, That information, 
thereof shall be given on oath within fourteen days of such 
unlawful meeting. (64) ; 








“LXV. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That if any white or free person or persons, or any slave or 
slaves shall knowingly suifer any person to game with any 
slave or slaves, in any house or out-house in his charge, or 
shall be found gaming with any slave or slaves, such person 
r persons shall, and may be apprehended and taken before 
any three justices of the peace in the parish in which such 
person or persons shall be apprehended, who are hereby au- 
thorized and empowered to inflict on such person or persons, 
if a slave or slaves, such corporal punishment by whipping 
not exceeding thirty nine lashes, as such justices shall upon 
conviction thereof think proper to order and direct, and if a 
white or free person, shall and may commit such white or free 
person to the nearest common gaol for any period of time not 
exceeding six days. (65) 

LXVI. And whereas it may happen, that slaves directed to 
be manumized by will may find it difficult to establish their 
freedom by reason of the person or persons acting under such 
will, refusing to enter into the security required by law on the 
manumission of slaves: Be it enacted by the authority afore- 
said, That from and after the commencement of. this act, 
whenever any person shall by will in writing expressly manu- 
Mize or direct to be manumized any slave or slaves belonging 
to him or her, the usual bond required by law in cases of ma- 
numission shall not be necessary, but the estate of the person 
80 manumizing any slave or slaves or directing any slave or 
Slaves to be manumized, shall be and the same is hereby de- 
<lared to be liable to the payment of the annual sum required 
by law to be paid to any slave manumized, and the freedom 
Of such slave so manumized or directed to be manumized by 
will shall be at once established : Provided always, That no- 
thing in this act contained shall extend or be construed to ex- 
tend to exempt such slaves so manumized, from any debt 
or demand against the estate of the testator, to which 
such slave or slaves should be otherwise liable. And 
provided always, and it is hereby enacted, That any will 
in writing which by law would be deemed valid and suffi- 
cient for disposing of goods and chattels, or other personal 
estate, shall be, and the same is hereby declared to be valid, 
and sufficient for manumizing or directing to be manumized 
any slave or slaves, any thing in a certain statute, made and 
passed in the twenty ninth year of the reign of his Majesty 
King Charles the second, commonly called the statute of 
frauds and perjuries, or in a certain act of the governor, coun~ 
il, and assembly of this island, made and passed in the six; 
teenth year of his late Majesty’s reign, entitled “An act to re- 
gulate the devises of negro, mulatto, and other slaves in wills,” 
or any act, law, usage, er custom to the contrary, in any wise 
_ notwithstanding. (66) AN gs 

LXVIl. Whereas it sometimes happens that persons in 
possession of slaves, by reason of their having only an interest 
for life, or other limited freehold estate in such slaves, or by 
limitations, trusts, or other legal impediments, are prevented 
from giving an effectual manumission to such slaves, although 
desirous so to do, and it is proper that owners should possess, 
in all cases, the power of rewarding fidelity and good conduct 
in their slaves by manumission, where the same can be effected 
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persons havieg legal or equitable estate for life, er for othex 
ficchold interest in, and being in the actual possession of any 
slave, and who shali be desirous or consenting that such slave 
shall be made free, shall be entitled ‘to make an application 
to the custos or senior magistrate cf the parish where such 
slave shall reside, and in case such custos or senior magistrate 
shall be related to the party applying, or interested in the 
matter, then to some other magistrate, and shall deliver a written 
statement, verified upon the oath of the applicant or appli- 
cants, or, in case of absence, of his, her, or their attorney, duly 
constituted, which oath the said custos or senior or other ma- 
gistrate,-is hereby authorised to administer, stating the nature 
ar extent of the interest of such person or persons, and the 
different rights, claims, and limitations to which such slave is 
subject, and the impediments which prevent such slave being 
manunitted in the ordinary manner, and such custos or senior 
or dither magistrate shall associate to himself two other magis- 
trates disinterested in the matter, and shall inquire into the 
merits ef the application, and if such application shall appear 
to the said magistrates, or any two of them, to be well found-_ 
ed, three indiflerent persons ‘shall be appointed as valuators, 
one.of whem to be named by the party er parties applying, 
and another by the person or persons entitled in remainder or 
otherwise interested, or, if a minor, by his or her guardian, and 
appearing personally, or by his, her, or their attorney or attor- 
nics lawfully constituted, before the said magistrates, and the 
third to be nominated by the said magistrates, and in case no 
other person or persons shall appear before the said magistrates, 
having an interest in the said slave, then two of the said va- 
luators shall be appointed by the said magistrates, and such 
three persons shall inquire into the value of the slave so in- 
tended to be manumised, and shall make their repert in writ- 
ing, under their signatures, to the said three magistrates.— 
Provided always, that if the person having such vested estate 
or interest as aforesaid, or such estate in remainder, shall be 
covert ; the consent of such femme-covert to such manumission, 
and her authority to any person or persons to appoint a valua- 
tur given in’ the same manner as by the laws of this island is 
required in the execution of deeds of feme-covert, and record- 
ed in the office of sceretary of this island, shall be sufficient to 
authorise the magistrate to give such authority and order as 
hereinafter mentioned, and’ when such feme-covert is absent 
from this island, to dispense with hey appearance before them. 
Provided that before such custos or senior or other magistrate 
shal! entertain such application, it shall be made to appear to 
him that notice has been given in the three county newspapers 
fur three weeks successively of the intention to make such ap- 
plication, stating the nanie or names of the person or persons 
applying, the name or names of the slave, the place or places 
where such slave has been resident for the last twelve months, 
and the time when such applicationis intended to be made.(68) 
LXIX. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That when such valuation shall be reported and approved of, 
the said custos or senior or other magistrate and his associates, 
shall, and they are hereby required to give an authority to the 
ipceiver-general to receive the amount of the valuation, and to 
place the sum, when paid, to the credit of the person or per- 
<pns interested in the said slave, and the said amount shall 
bear an interest of six per cent. payable cut of the public. 
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fonds, so long as the same shall remain in the ‘hands of the 
receiver-general. (68) ; 

_ LXIX. And it is hereby further enacted by the authority 
aforesaid, That the receiver-general shall give to the party 
or parties, paying in the amount of the valuation, a certificate 
under his hand, that the same has been paid to him, and upon 
‘the production of such certificate of the receiver-general to the 
said custos, or senior or other magistrate and his associates, 
they are hereby authorized and required again to meet and 
.give an order for the manumission of the said slave in manner 
following :— 

“Whereas A B, of , did on the : 
day of last past, appear before us, and did 
make a statement upon oath, that he was tenant for 
life, (or as the case may be) and in the actual possession 

_of:a-certain slave named , and that he was 
desirous that the said slave should be made free, but 
that he was prevented from so doing by reason of legal 
impediments: And whereas the said slave, named 
hath been valued by three indifferent persons, at the 
sum of pounds, and a certificate of 
the receiver-general hath been produced to us, that the 
‘amount of such valuation hath been paid into his office. 
We do therefore in pursuance of an act of the gover- 
nor, council, and assembly, declare the said slave to be 
free. In witness whereef, we haye herexnto set our 
hands and seals, this day of . (69) 

LXX. And it is hereby enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
“that the said order of manumission, together with the valua- 
ton and the rece¢iver-general’s certificate annexed thereto, shall 
_b: entered in the office of the secretary of this island, and 
recorded in a seperate book for manumissions, and shall not 
ve delivered out except under an order of the court of chan- 
‘cry or supreme court, but shall be kept in the said office as 
ciginal documents, and a certified copy of the same shall be 
ceived as evidence in all courts, and be ef the same ferce 
-# the originals. (70) 
 LXXE. And be it further enacted by the authority 
-foresaid, That the amount of the valuation or the iaterest 
‘aercof shall be paid by the receiver-general, under an order 
the court of chancery or of the supreme court, to be made 
20n the application of the person or persons interested in the 
Toney, and such money shall be considered as of the same 
ture, whether real or personal estate, as the slave would 
hve been, if proceedings under this act had not taken place, 
ail the said money shall be liable to the same descent, Lmi- 
-taons, trusts, debts, and incumbrances, as the slave was 
Suject to, and it shall be in the power of the said courts or 
elier of them, to direct the principal or the interest thereof 
toe paid by the receiver-general, according to the rights of 
thalifferent owners or their ereditors, (71) 
_ XXII. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
Tht in case any slave manumised in pursuance of this act, 
shd have belonged at the time of his or her manumission to a 
tennt for life, or a tenant for life shall have become entitled to 
thenterest of the money, and such slave after being so man- 
umed, if a male, shall die in the life time of the tenant for 
lifeor heing a female slave shall die in the life time of the 
tent for Hfe, without leaving her surviving, any eh:ild or 
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eldidren born after the date of the manumission, or such child 
or children shall after her death, die in the life time of the 
tenant for life, then and in every such case, the person cr per- 
sons in remainder shall not be considered to be entitled to the 
principal or interest of the said money, but the same shall be 
deemed the property of the tenant for life, as against all per- 
sons to take in succession without prejudice to the creditors of 
the person who limited the said slave in settlement, or the cre- 
ditors of the tenant for life.(72) 

LX XIU. And whereas it may sometimes happen that the per- 
‘sons desirous of effecting such manumission as aforesaid, may 
wish to invest the consideration of such manumission in the pur- 
chase of other slaves instead of placing the same in the hands of 
the receiver general, or may be prevented from carrying their 
intentions into effect without incurring considerable expence by 
reason of the estate to which the ‘slave or slaves so intended to 
be manumised may belong, being in the hands of a receiver 
appointed by the Court of Chancery ; Be it enacted by the autho- 
rity aforesaid, That in all such cases it shall and may be lew- 
ful for the person or persons so desirous of effecting such ma- 


‘numission as aforesaid, under and subject to the same regula- 


tions as are hereinbefore prescribed relative to persons having 
only a limited interest, to invest the consideration which he, 


‘she, or they shall have received in the purchase of other slave 
-or slaves, to be held ‘by ‘him, her, or them, subject to the sams 


descent, limitations, trusts, orders, debts, and incumbrances 10. 
which the slave or slaves‘so manumised shall have been sub- 
ject. (73) int 

* LX XIV. And whereas itis now required by law in all cases )f 
manumission by deed, that a bond should be given to tle 
church wardens of the parish for payment of an annuity of ive 
pounds for the maintenance of any slave intended to be mazu- 
ised, and such bond is in many cases unnecessary; Bet 
further enacted by the authority af oresaid, That it shall not bb 
necessary to give such bend to the churchwardens, providel 


‘thatin lieu thereof the slave intended to be manumised shdl 


be produced to the magistrates and vestry of the parish whee 
such slave shall reside, or it shall be otherwise shewn to thér. 
satisfaction that the manumission is not given for the purpos 
of relieving the owner from the obligation of maintaining at 
aged or infirm slave, a certificate whereof shall be given by tb 
clerk of the vestry, and shall be annexed to and entered in tk 
secretary’s office with the deed of manumission. (74) | 
LX XV. And whereas it is expedient to prevent'slaves fra 
being purchased by persons for the purposes of re-sale, ando 
prevent such re-sales; Be it enacted, That from and after ie 
commencement of this Act, if any person or persons shalbe 
found travelling about from place to place exposing or offeng 
negro, mulaito, or other slave or slaves, it sall 
and may be lawful for any person whomsoever to seize nd 
detain any such person or persons, and the slave and slzes 
under his or their charge, and to carry such person or pers 
and slave cr slaves before any one of his Majesty’s Justics oF 
the peace of the parish where such offence shall be commitd, 
which said justice is hereby authorised and required to all 
to his assistance two other justices of the said parish,nd 
which three justices being so associated shall on due proo on 
oath that the party or parties brought before them had bey 
fonnd exposing or offering a slave er slaves to sale contrat {2 
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the true intent and. meaning of this Act, cause the said slave 
or slayes 80 offered for sale to be publicly sold by warrant 
under the hands and seals of the said three justices ; one moiety 
of the monies arising from the sale thereot, after deducting the 
expenses of the said sale, tobe paid into the hands of the 
churchwardens of the said parish where the offence shall be 
committed, for the use of the poor of the said parish; and the 
other moiety to the use of the person or persons who shall 
bring the offender or offenders before the said justices. (75) 

LXXVI. And it is hereby enacted and declared, That the oath 
of the person or persons bringing such offender or offenders be- 
fore the said justices, shall be received and taken and shall 
be considered good evidence against such offender or of- 
fenders. (76) 

LXXVII. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That if any sale or sales of slaves shall be so made as afore- 
said, the same shall be and are hereby declared to be null and 

‘veid, and that no title shall accrue to .the purchaser or pur- 
chasers thereof, and any slave or slaves so sold shall become 
forfeited ; and any justice of the peace on receiving informa- 
‘tion on oath of any such sale or sales shall issue his warrant 
to take mp such slave or slaves; andif it shall appear to his 
satisfaction that such slave or slaves has or have been so sold, 
he shall declare the same to be forfeited, and proceed to sell 
the said slave or slaves and apply the money arising from such 
sale in manner hereinbefore mentioned. (77) 

LXXVIIT. Anditis hereby enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That no writ of certiorari or other process, shall issue or be is- 
suable to remove any proceedings whatsoever had in pursu- 
ance of this Act, into the supreme court of judicature or any 
other of the courts of this island. (78) 

LXXIX. And whereas it is absolutely necessary that the 
slaves in this island should be kept in due obedience to their 

‘owners, and in due subordination to the white people in ge- 
neral, and as much as in the power of the legislature, all 
.means and opportunities of slaves being concerned in rebel- 
lious conspiracies, and committing other crimes to the ruin and 
‘destraction of the white people and others in this island, pre- 
vented, and that proper punishments should be appointed for 
‘all crimes to be by them committed: Be it therefore enacted by 
the authority aforesaid, That if any slave or slaves, shall, after 
the commencement of this act, enter into or be concerned in 
any rebellion or rebellious conspiracy, or commit any murder, 
felony, burglary, robbery, or set fire to any houses, out houses, 
negro houses, cane pieces, grass or corn pieces, or break into 
such houses, out houses, or negro houses in the day time, no 
person being therein, and Stealing thereout, or commit any 
other crime which would subject white persons or persons 
of Tree condition to be indicted for felony, such slave or slaves 
“shall for every such offence or offences, upon trial and convic- 
tion thercof, in manner hereinafter mentioned, suffer death, 
transportation, or such other punishment as the court shall 
think proper to direct, according to the nature and extent of 
the offence. (79) 

LXXX. And be it further enacted by the authority afore- 
said, That if any slave shall assault or offer any violence by 
striking or otherwise, to or towards any white person or person 
of free condition, such slave upon due and proper proof, 
shall upon conviction be punished with death, transportation, 
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or confinement to hard labour for life or a limited time, er such 
other punishment according to the nature of the offence, as 
the court shall in their discretion think proper to inflict, pro- 
vided such assault or violence be not by command of his, her, 
or their owners, overseers, or persons entrusted with them, or 
in the lawful defence of their owncr’s, persons, or goods. (80) 

LXXXI. And be it further enacted by the authority afore- 
said, That if any slave or slaves shall hereafter be found to have 
in his, her, or their custody or possession, any fire arms, pikes, 
sabres, swords, cutlasses, lances, gunpowder, sluggs or ball, 
without the knowledge or consent of his, her, or their owner, pro- 
prictor or possessor, or his, her, or their overseer, such slave 
or slaves shall be taken befere three magistrates, who shall if 
they are of opinion that the same was with evil intent, commit 
such slave or slaves to the gaol, to be tried at the court of 
quarter sessions or special slave court, as hereinafter directed, 
and upon conviction, the said slave or slaves shall suffer trans- 
portation, or such other punishment as the court shall think 
proper to direct, not extending to life. (81) 

LX XXII. And inorder to prevent the many mischiefs that 
may hereafter arise from the wicked art of negroes going un- 
der the appellation of obeah men and women, and pretending 
to have communication with the devil and other evil spirits, 
whereby the weak and superstitious are deluded into a belief 
of their having full power to exempt them whilst under their 
protection from many evils that might otherwise happen: Be 
it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That from and af- 
ter the commencement of this act, any slave who shall pretend 
to any supernatural power, in order to excite rebellion or other 
evil purposes, or-shall use or pretend to use any such practices 
with intent, or so as-to effect’ or endanger the life or heaith of 
any other slave, shall wpon conviction thercof, suffer death or 
transportation, or any such punishment as the court may di- 
rect, any thing in this or any other act to the contrary, In any- 
wise notwithstanding. (82) re ‘ 

LXXXIIL. And whereas it has been found that the practice of 
ignorant, superstitious, or designing slaves, of attempting to 
instruct others, has been attended with the most pernicious 
consequences, and even with the loss of life: Be wt enacted, 
That any slave or slaves, found guilty of preaching and teach- 
ing as anabaptists or otherwise, without a permission from their 
owner and the quarter-sessions for the parish in which such 
shall be punished in such 
manner as any three magistrates may deem proper, by whip- 
ping, or imprisonment in the workhouse to hard labour. (83) 

LXXXIV. And whereas the assembling of slaves and other 
persons after dark, at places of meeting belonging to dissen- 
ters from the established religion, and other persons professing 
to be teachers of religion, has been found extremely danger- 
ous, and great facilities are thereby given to the formation of 
plots and conspiracies, and the health of the slaves and other 


persons has been injured in travelling to and from such places: 


of meeting at late hours in the night: Be 2 further enacted by 
the authority aforesaid, That from and_ after the commence- 


ment of this act, all such meetings between sun set and sun 
rise shall be held and deemed unlawful, and any sectarian, 
dissenting minister, or other person professing to be a teacher 
of religion, who shall contrary to this act, keep open any such 
place of meeting, between ‘sun set and sun rise, for the purpose 
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aforesaid, or permit or suffer any such nightly assembly “of 
slaves therein, or be present thereat, shall forfeit and pay a 
sum not less than twenty pounds, or exceeding fifty pounds 
tor each offence, to be recovered in a summary manner before 
any three justices by warrant of distress and sale, one moiety 
thercof to be paid to the informer, who is hereby declared a 
competent witness, and the other moiety to the poor of the 
parish in which such offence shall be committed, and in de- 
fault of payment thereof, the said justices are hereby empow- 
ered and required to commit such offender or offenders to the 
common gaol, for any space of time not exceeding one calen- 
der month: Provided always, That nothing herein contained 
Shall be deemed or taken to prevent any minister of the pres- 
beterian kirk or licensed minister, from performing divine 
worship at any time before the hour of eight o’clock in the 
evening, at any licensed place of worship, or to interfere with 
the celebration of divine worship, according to the rites and 
ceremonies of the jewish and roman catholic religions. (84) 
LXXXV. And whereas under pretence of offerings and contribu- 
tions large sums of money and other chattels have been extorted by de- 
Signing men professing to be teachers of religion, practising on the ig- 
norance and superstition of the negroes in this island, to their great loss 
and impoverishment. And whereas an ample provision is already made 
by the public and by private persons for the religious instruction of 
the slaves: Be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That from 
and after the commencement of this Act, it shall not be lawful for any 
dissenting minister, religious teacher, or cther person whatsoever, to 
demand or receive any money or other chattel whatsoever from any 
slave or slaves within this island, for affording such slave or slaves 
religious instigiction, by way of offering, contributions, or under any 
cther pretence whatsoever ; and if any person or persons shall, con- 
tvary to the true intent and meaning of this Act offend herein, such 
persor. or persons shall, upon conviction before any three justices, for- 
feit and pay the sum of twenty pounds for each offence, to be reco- 
vered in a summary manner by warrant of distress and sale, under the 
hands and seals of the said justices, one moiety thereof to be paid to 
the informer, who is hereby declared a competent witness, and the 
other moiety to the poor of the parish in which such offence shall be 
committed ; and in default of payment the said justices are hereby em- 
powered and required to commit such offender or offenders to the com- 
mon jail for any space of time not exceeding one calendar month. (85). 
LXXXVI. And whereas a practice of nightly and other private 
meetings has frequently taken place amongstthe slaves in several parts 
of this island, and which have been unknown to the owner, attorney, or 
other person having charge of the slaves of the property, and as such 
meetings are injurious to the health of the slaves and of dangerous 
tendency, Be it therefore enacted. by the authority aforesaid, That 
in future all such meetings shall be deemed unlawful, and the persons 
who shall or may attend them shall be liable to be apprehended and 
taken before any magistrate of the parish wherein the offence shall be 
committed ; and if any white person or person of free condition attend 
such meeting, and it appears to the said magistrate on the oath of the 
person accusing the party, or on the oath of any other person, that he 
or she is guilty, he or she shall be committed to the jail, to be tried at the 
next quarter sessions of the parish for the said offence, and if con- 
victed thereof he or she shall be sentenced to imprisonment in the 
county jail for such period of time as the justices before whom he or 
she shall be coavicted, think proper to direct, not exceeding three 
months ; and if the offender be a slave, he or she shall be tried at the 
quarter sessions or special slave court, and if convicted thereof he or 
she shall be sentenced by the said court to hard labour for such time 
as the court shall think preper to direct, or to receive such other pu- 
nishment by whipping not exceeding thirty-nine lashes at ene time, as 
the court shal! order and direct. (€6) 7 Oimas 
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LXXXVI. And be it further enacted by the authority ay oresatd, 
That if any negro or other slave er slaves shall mix or prepare with 
an intent to give or cause to be given any poison or poisonous, oF 
noxious drug, pounded glass, or other deleterious matter in the practice 
of obeah or otherwise, although death may not ensue on the taking 
thereof, the said slave or slaves, together with their accessaries as weil 
before as after the fact (being slaves) being duly convicted thereof, 
shall suffer death or such other punishment as the court shall award, 
any thing in this or any other act to the contrary in anywise notwith- 
standing. (87) 

LXXXVIIL. And be it further enacted, That if there shall be found 
in the possession of any slave any poisonous drugs, pounded glass, or 
any materials used in the practice of obeah or witchcraft, such slave 
upon conviction, shall be liable to suffer transportation from this 
island, or such other punishment not extending to life, as the court 
shall think proper to direct. (S8) ; 

LXXXIX. And whereas it is necessary to prevent secret and unlaw- 
ful meetings of slaves; Be it therefore enacted by the authority afore- 
said, That all and every slave or slaves who shall be found at any 
meeting formed either for the purpose of administering unlawful oaths 
by drinking human blood mixed with rum, grave-dirt, or otherwise, or 
of learning the use of arms, or for any other unlawful or dangerous 
purpose, such slave or slaves shall on conviction thereof suffer death 
or transportation for life, or such other punishment as the court shail 
direct. ($9) 

XC. And be it further enacted bythe authority aforesaid, That 
if any white person or person of free condition shall be present at any 
such meeting, and aiding and assisting in any of the unlawful pur: 
poses before mentioned, such person or persons shall upon conviction 
thereof in the supreme cceurt or either of the courts of assize of this 
island, be punished by death, transportation off this island for life, or 
fine, or imprisonment, or both, at the discretion of the court before 
whom such person or persons shall be tried. (90) _ 

XCI. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That if any person or persons having knowledge of such unlawful 
meetings as aforesaid, shall not forthwith give information thereof to 
a justice of the peace, such person or persons shall on conviction 
before the supreme or either of the courts of assize or courts of quar- 
ter sessions of this island, suffer such punishment by fine or imprison- 
ment or both, or by public whipping, as the court before which such 
person or persons shall have been so convicted, shall direct. (91) 

XCIl. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That if any negro or other slave shall after the commencement of this 
Act steal any horned cattle, sheep, goat, hog, horse, mare, mule, or 
ass, or shall kill any such horned catile, sheep, goat, hog, horse, mare, 
muie, or ass, with intent to steal the whole carcass of any such horned 
cattle, sheep, goat, hog, horse, mare, mule, or ass, or any part of thé 
flesh thereof, such negro or other slave shall on conviction thereof 
suffer death, transportation, or such other punishment as the court 
shall in its discretion inflict. (92) 

XCIUL. And whereas great numbers of horned cattle, sheep, goats, 
hogs, horses, mares, mules, and asses are frequently stolen and killed 
by negro and other slaves in so Secret and private a manner that it is 
with the greatest difficulty they can be found out and discovered in 
such manner as to convict them of such offence, although large quanti- 
ties of beef, mutton, and the flesh of other valuable animals are found 
upon him, her, or them ; in order, therefore, to prevent such evils in 
future, and to punish the perpetrators of such acts agreeable to their 
crimes, Be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any negro 
or other slave shall fraudulently have in his,. her, or their custody or 
possession, unknown to his or her master, owner, overseer, or other 


-persons who shall have the overlooking or employing of such slave, any 


fresh beef, veal, mutton, pork, or goat, or the fiesh ef horse, mare, 
mule, or ass, in any quantity not exceeding twenty pounds weight, 
without giving a satisfactory account in what manver he or she be- 
game possessed therecf, such negro or other slaY® upon conviction 
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thereof before any mapisirate, shall be whipped in such manner as 
such magistrate shall direct, not exceedng thirty-nine lashes ; and if 
there shall be found in his, her, or their custody or possession a larger 
or greater quantity than twenty pounds weight of fresh beef, veal, 
mutton, pork, or goat, or the flesh of horse, mare, mule, or ass, and such 
slave shall not give a Satisfactory account how he or she became pos- 
sessed of such meat, then such negro or other slave upon, conviction 
thereof shal! suffer such punishment as any three justices shall think 
roper to inflict or direct, not extending to life or imprisonment for 
ife. (93) 
_XCIV. And be it enacted by. the authority aforesaid, That 
if any negro or other slave shall wantonly and cruelly cut, chep, 
shoot at, or otherwise maim and injure any horned cattle, horse, 
gelding, mare, mule, or ass, such negro or other slave shall, for 
every such offence be tried in a Summary manner, before three or 
more justices of the peace of the parish or precinct where the offence 
shall be committed, and the said Justices of the peace shall, on convic- 
tion of such slave or slaves, order and direct such punishment to be in- 
flicted as they shall think proper, not exceeding fifty lashes, to be in- 
flicted at one or more different times, or two months hard labour in the 
workhouse ; and in all cases where, from such treatment as above set 
ferth, any horned catile, horse, gelding, mare, mule, or ass, shall be 
killed, or shall die within ten days after the offence‘commitied, although 
the carcass, or any part of the flesh thereof, may not be stolen, such 
negro or other slave shall be tried at the court of quarter sessions or 
Special slave court, and, on conviction thereof, suffer death, transpor- 
tation, or confinement to hard labour for life, or such other punishment 
as the court shall think proper. (94) 

XCV. Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, Thatit 
any slave or slaves shall, by wantonly and cruelly cutting, chopping, 
Striking, or by any other manner or way whatsoever, mutilate, disfi- 
gure, dismember, or injure any slave or slaves, so as to endanger life, 
although death shall not ensue, or that such slave or slaves shall be- 
come a cripple, or lose any of his or her limbs, or be deprived of the 
use thereof, all and every or any such slave or slaves So offending shalt 
for every or any such offence, be tried at the court of quarter sessions 
or special slave court, and upon conviction shall suffer death, trans- 
portation for life, or such other punishment as the Court shall di- 
rect. (95) A 
_ XCVI. And whereas, the practice of negroes toclear their erounds 
by fire is highly dangerous to the neighbouring properties, and frequent 
instances of alarm and injury occur for want of some resiraint in that 
respect: Kcr prevention of so great an evil, Be it further enacted, 
That if any injury shall arise to the owner, proprietor, or possessor of 
one property by a slave or slaves on the adjoining property clearing 
ground by fire, the slave or slayes who shall so clear ground by 
fire, by which injury shall result to the adjoining property, shall be 
proceeded against, tried, and punished if found guilty, as and fora 
misdemeanor ; and if the overseer or other person then actually having 
charge of the property on which such fire shall originate shall have 
knowledge that any negro under his charge has made any such fire for 
clearing his or her ground, and shall not forthwith use his best endea- 
Vvours to cause the same to be extinguished, and such fire shall cause 
injury to the neighbouring property, such overseer or other person 
shall suffer such fine as any two justices of the peace of the parish 
wherein such injury shall happen shall award, not exceeding ten pounds 
for one and the same offence, the complaint whereon shall be heard, 
determined, and the penalty, when imposed, shall be enforced in a sum- 
mary manner, before any two justices of the peace. (96) 

ACVIT. And whereas, it is necessary to deciare how andin what man- 
ner slaves should be tried for crimes and oftences, 
the authority aforesaid, That from and after this act shall commence 
and be in force, all and every charge or complaint against any slave or 
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or breaking into such houses, out-loitses, stores ornegro houses, inthe day 
time, no person being therein, and stealing thereout, rebellion, rebellious. 
conspiracies, orany other offence whatsoever committed by any slave or 
slaves that shall subject such slave or slaves to suffer death, transportation, ’ 
or confinement to hard labour for life, or for a term exceeding one year,’ 
shall be heard, tried, and determined at the court of quarter session,” 
or special slave court for the parish or precinct whereia the offence 
shall be committed, as part of the business of such court, and by in- 
dictment before the grand and petit juries of such court, as indictable 
offences are row conducted at such courts against white persons and 
persons of free condition, but first disposing of such business of the 
court as sball concern white persons and persons of free condition, and 
then proceeding with the triat of slaves against whom bills may be 
found by the grand jury, and the justice before whom such charge 
or complaint is made shall issue out his warrant for apprehending the 
offender or offenders, and all persons that can give evidence, who be- 
ing brought before him, or any other justice of the peace, if, upon ex- 
amination it appears probable that the slave or slaves apprehended is 
or are guilty, shall commit the offender or offenders to gaol for trial at 
the next court ofq uarter sessions or special slave court, and secure the 
attendance there of the witnesses by recognizance or committal to gaol,” 
as public justice may require ; and in alk cases the evidence of slaves 
shall be admitted against slaves before the justice, the court, and the grand 
or petit jury ; and ia case of the grand jury finding a true bill, then, in 
any parish where the court of quarter Sessions is now usually holden, ” 
such slave or slaves shall have the indictment or charge distinctly 
read to him, her, or them in, open court, which indictment or charge 
shall be deemed valid if sufficient in. substance, and shall not be 
quashed for defect in form, and thereupon the plea shall be taken 
down and entered ; and such slave or slaves shall be put upon his, her; 
or their trial before a petit Jury, in like manner as is the practice usual 
and accustomed at the quarter sessions on the trial of indictments 
against white persons and persons of free condition ; and if a petit jury 
be already formed for any preceding business of the court, it shall be 
lawful to proceed to. try the indictment against such slave or slaves,” 
upon calling over the names of the jurors, and causing them to be 
sworn to try all and every such slave or slaves as shall be brought be 
fore them, and a true verdict give according to evidence, as in other 
cases, reserving to the crown and to the prisoner the power of chal-. 
Jenging any of the said jurérs,upon assigning cause, to be approved of 
by the court; and provided, that no owner or proprietor of any pri-. 
soner, or the attorney, guardian, trustee, overseer, or bookkeeper of 
such owner or proprietor, or the person prosecuting, his or her attor 
ney, guardian, trustee, overseer, or hookkeeper, shall be allowed to sit 
as a juror upon the trial of such prisoner, and the place of such jurors — 
as shall be set aside, upon challenge, or for the causes aforesaid, shall . 
be supplied by others returned upon the panel to serve as jurors, or if. 
a sufficient number should not be in attendance, then such deficiency: 
shall be supplied by a writ of tales, to be issued by the court in whicit 
such trial shall take place, and the same jury shall serve for every 
case, under the preceding regulations, at the same court, unless the court, 
shall see, or the jury of themselves declare, that the circumstances of 
one trial too intimately affect another trial, to proceed without bias, in 
which case a new jury shall be called, and if the said jurors shall, 
upon hearing the evidence, unanimously find the slave or slaves guilty 
of the offence with which he, she, or they stand charged, the court 
shall pass sentence of death without benefit of clergy, or transporta- 
tion, or confinement to hard labour for life, or a limited time, or whip- 
ping, or such other punishment as the court shall think proper, -accord-" 
ing tothe nature of the offence: Provided always, That no sentence 
of death or transportation, pronounced on any slave’ or slaves, shall be’ 
carried into effect unless. by warrant under the hand andseal of the gover-' 
nor, or the person cxercising the functiens ‘of governor, whois hereby aus! 
thorisedto issne such wasrant, and before whom shalibe previously laid’ 
the charge or indictment, the evidence taken down atthe trial, andthe sens 
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ténce of the doart, or a true copy thereof, attested by the justice presiding 
at the trial, or in case of his death or absence of one of the other 
justi¢es consiituting the court, except when sentence of death shall 
be passed upon any slave or slaves convicted of rebellion or rebellious 
conspiracy, in which case the court shall and may proceed to pass sen- 
tence and carry the same into execution as heretofore, at such time and 
piace'as public expedience may require, or ifno pressing occasion arise. 
the court may if it sees fit, refer the proceedings to the governor, in 
the manner and to be disposed of by. him as. in other cases of public 
convictions: Provided alivays, Thatif it shall be necessary or ex- 


pedient for the furtherance of justice and the safety of the public, to’ 


hold any court before the stated court of quarter-sessions, it shall be 
lawful to convene a special slave court, and the custos or senior ma- 
gistrate of the parish or precinct, shall issue a special writ of venire, 


directed to the provost-marshal-general or his lawful deputy, to sum-: 


mon and warn forty-eight persons, such as are usually warned and im- 
pannelled to serve on juries for the parish or precinct, personally to’ be 


and appear at such court, at the usual place for holding the’ quarter- 


session, at such day and time as may be expressed in such venire; then 
and there to enquire for our Sovereign Lord the King, of and concefn- 
ing all such matters and things as shall be given them in charg’e and 
enjoined, when and where the said. persons so warned by the’ provost- 
marshal or his lawful deputy as aforesaid, are hereby severally re- 
quired to attend, under the penalty of five pounds on each defaalter, 
and when and where the said special slave court shall proceed in like 
manner, in all respects, as is the usual custom and practice at a general 
court of quarter-sessions of the peace, for indictable offences*against 
persons of free condition. (97) 

XCVIU. And whereas, this mode of trying slaves will materially 
interfere with the facilities granted to those parishes, which are com- 
ponent parts cf a precinct wherein special slave courts are now allow- 
ed: Be it enacted, That in the parishes of St. Thomas’ in the Vale 
and St. John, (part of the precinct of St. Catherine) indictments 


against slaves shall be preferred before the grand jury, convened and’ 
Sworn at the court of quarter-sessions of the respective precincts, and: 


the attendance of all witnesses to support the charge before the grand 
jury, shall be secured as aforesaid, and when a true bill shall be re= 
turned against any slave or slaves, such trial shall be proceeded in a 
special slave court, to be convened by the custos or senior magistrate 


of such parish, to meet at the place such court is at present held by’ 


law, and thereupon the custos or in his absence the senior magistrate 


of the parish where such trial is to take place, shall and may hold’ 
such special slave court at the place where parochial business is usual-’ 
ly transacted in such parish, and shall sign and issue a writ of venire’ 


to the provost-marshal or, his lawful deputy, for convening twenty- 
four persons of the parish qualified to serve on juries, at the time aud 
place appointed by the writ of venire, to form a petty jury for the 


trial of slaves against whom bills of indictment have been found at the” 


«{uarter-sessions, such trial.to take place under the same regulations as 
ure herein-before contained, as to trials of slaves in thé courts of quar- 


ter-sessions, and the provost-marsha!, his deputy, and all persons un-’ 
der recognizance, and the persons so warned as jurors, for any breach 
of the duty hereby imposed, in regard to such special slave court, - 


shall suffer the like penalties under the like remedies as if done in re- 


gard to the quarter-session, and all proceedings of such special slave’ 
court shall be returned into the office of the clerk of thé peace of the’ 
precinct, there to be recorded and kept as patt of the records of the’ 
said parish. Provided always, That if any slave or slavesshall have’ 


been detained in custody under commitment for six calendar months, 
and no indictment shall have been preferred against him, her, or them, 
Or person appearing to’ prosecute the complaint during that time, it 
shall be the duty of the said justices of quarter-sessions so asso- 
ciated for the purpose of holding such court of quarter-sessions, to 
discharge such slave or slaves by proclamation, at the expiration of such 
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slaves. And provided always, Thatin any ease upon an in- 
dictment against any slave or slaves, for murder, where malice pre- 
pense shall not be proved to the satisfaction of the jurors, such jurors 
shall be, and they are hereby declared to be at liberty to return a ver- 
dict of manslaughter, if they shall think the nature of the case shall 
require it, and the person or persons so found guilty of manslaughter, 
shall suffer such punishment as the court shall think fit to inflict, not 
extending to life. (98) 

XCIX. And wiereas, The ends of justice are sometimes defeated 
by the incapacity or gross neglect of their duties by the clerks of the 
peace, Be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, Thatif a charge in 
writing of any misdemeanor, or gross neglect, or frequent neglect com- 
mitted by a clerk of the peace, or of hisignorance er incapacity to fill 
such office, be exhibited against him to the quarter sessions, a majori- 
ty of the justices on open examination, and proof thereof there, may 
discharge him from the office, or suspend him for such space of time 
as the justices shall think proper, and in default of appointment of ano- 
ther sufficient person; resident in the parish by the custos rotulorum, 
to the office of such clerk of the peace before the next quarter sessions, 
the justices at the said or any subsequent court, may appoint to the 
Ollice. (99) rps dary Sia 

C. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That 
the custos, magistrates, and vestry in every parish of this isiand, are 
hereby empowered and required to employ a person .who has been, 
regularly admitted as a barrister or attorney at law in the courts of 
this island, to attend the trials of all slaves for capital offences in the. 
quarter sessions or special slave courts, and to take the defence of 
such: slaves, at such rate of salary or remuneration by fees as they 
may see fit, to be paid out of the parochial funds. (100) i 

CI. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid 
That all witnesses, whether white.or of free condition, legally warned, 
and who do not attend to give evidence at any trial under this act, or 
show by affidavit a sufficient cause for his or her absence, shall be 
liable to a fine of ten pounds. (101) hig Pap sions 

Cll. And be it further enacted by the duthority aforesaid, 
That all jurors serving at any of the Courts herein mentioned, and 
every person, or persoas wiiose presence may be requisite at the exe 
amination of any slave or slaves, and who shall be required by war-, 
ant or summons, under the hand and seal of any justice of the peace, 
and all and every slave and slaves who shall be brought as, witnesses, 
shall be protected in their perscn from all mesne or judicial process 
whatsoever in their going to, attending at, and returning from such ex- 
aminatiens or trial; and that such slaves shall not be subject to be 
levied on. (102) ; ) my WF ; 

Clif. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,, 
That a record shall be entered up of ail proceedings on the trials of 
slayes for any crime that shall subject any, slave or slayes to 
suffer death, transportation, or confinement, to hard labour, ina book 
to be kept for that purpose by the clerk of the peace, or his lawful. 
deputy, of the parish or precinct, who is hereby obliged to attend all 
such trials, and to record the proceedings within thirty days after such 
trial, under the penalty of twenty pounds for each neglect, and he shall. 
be entitled to receive from the churchwardens of such parish the sum 
of five pounds, and no more, for attending each trial, entering up the. 
record, and all other business incidental thereto: And further, that the 
deputy marshal for the said parish, or some proper person acting under 
him, shall, under the penalty of fifty pounds, warn the jurors, and 
attend the trials ofall slaves, and also attend at the execution of such 
offenders as shall be condemned to die, and that he shail be entitled to 
receive from the churchwardens of the said parish for warning jurors 
and attending the trials of slaves at all courts the sum of five pounds 
for each court to be held under this act, and the further stm of five 


pounds for attending the execution of eacli offender as shall be con- 
demned to die. (103) j 
CIV. And be té further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
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That in case any slave or slaves shall give false evidence on any trial 


had under this act, such slave or slaves being thereof convicted, shall’ 


suffer the same punishment as persons convicted of wilful and corrupt 
perjury, (104) ea : 

CV. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That in future whenever a warrant shall be granted by one or more 
of his majesty’s justices of the peace against any slave, if the said 
slave cannot be immediately taken on the said warrant, the owner, 
Possessor, attorney, guardian, or overseer of such slave shall-be served 
with a copy of the said warrant, andif he, she or they do not carry 
the said slave before a magistrate, to be dealt with according to law, 
on the said warrant; and if it should be afterwards proved that the 
Owner, possessor, at:orney, guardian, or overseer of such slave wilfully 
detained or concealed the said slave, he, she, or they shall forfeit the 
Sum of one hundred pounds. (105) 

CVI. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid 
That in all trials of any slave or slaves under this act, six days’ 
notice of such trial shall be first given to the owner, proprietor, or 
possessor of such slave or slaves, his, her, or their lawful attorney or 
attornies, or other representative or representatives, any law, custom, 
or usage to the contrary notwithstanding. (106) 

CVI. And whereas, it may sometimes happen that the owner, pro- 
prietor, or possessor of a slave may reside in a different parish or pre- 

cinct from that wherein such slave may have committed the offence for 
' Which he o7 she is to be tried: Be it therefore enacted, that in such 
cases the clerk of the peace of the parish or precinct wherein the 
offence is to be tried shall transmit the notice of such trial to the 
clerk of the peace of the parish or precinct wherein the owner, 
proprietor, or possessor as aforesaid may reside; who shall 
forthwith thereupon under the penalty of twenty pounds deliver such 
notice and a copy thereof to one of the lawful constables of the said 
parish, to be by him under the penalty of ten pounds served on such 
Owner, proprietor, or possessor, and the said constable is hereby re- 
quired to make an affidavit of the manner in which he may have sery- 
ed the said notice, to be sworn to before any justice of the peace, and 
shall return such notice so sworn to, to the clerk of the peace from 
whont he received the same, to be by him transmitted to the clerk of 
the peace of the parish or precinct where the offence is to be tried, in 
due time: for which duty the clerk of the peace of the parish where the 
warrant shall be served shall be paid the sum of one pound six shi]+ 
lings and eight pence, and the coustable the swn of one pound six 
shillings and eight pence, by the acting churchwarden of the said pa- 
rish. (107) ‘ 

CVIII. And whereas it sometimes happens that runaway slaves 
are apprehended in consequence of the commission of crimes, and in 
such cases it is frequently impossible to ascertain the owners or other 
persons on whom notices of trial ought to be served, Be it therefore 
enacted, that whenever it shall so happen that the name of the owner 
cannot be discovered, a public notice shall be given for three weeks in 
the three county papers of the name and description of the slave, of the 
nature of the offence, and of the day of trial, which shall be 
deemed to be sufficient notice of such trial. (108) 

CIX. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That in all cases where the punishment of death is inflicted, the execu- 
tion shall be performed in a public part of the parish, and with due 
solemnity, and it shall be the duty of the rector or curate to prepare 
the criminal while under sentence, and to attend at the place of execu- 
tion, and care shall be taken by the gaoler or deputy marshal that the 
criminal is free from intoxication at the time of his trial, and from 
thence to and at the time of his execution, under the penalty of twenty 
pounds, and the mode of such execution shall be hanging by the neck, 
and no other, and the body shall be afterwards disposed of as the court 
shall direct. (109) . hehe 

CX. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That in all cases where any slave or slaves shall be put upon his, her, 
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or their trial, and receive sentence of death or transportation, or coms 
mitment to hard labour for life, the court, at the time of trying such 
slave or slaves, shali also inquire of the jury, upon their oaths, what 
sum or sums of money the owner, proprietor, or possessor of the said 
slave cr slaves ought to receive for such slave or slaves, and certify 
the same, so that such sum or sums of money do not exceed the sum of 
‘one hundred pounds for each slave so sentenced as aforesaid, and if 
the conviction be for running away, the value to be set by the jury 
shall not exceed fifty pounds. (119) 

CXL, And be if further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That in all cases where any slave or slaves shall be brcught to trial, 
and sentenced to death, and valued accerding to the directiens of this 
act, the provost marshal or his lawful deputy shall, under the penalty 
of two hundred pounds, carry such sentence into execution, in obedi- 
ence to the warrant from the governor or person executing the fune- 
tions of governor for the time being, or the warrant of the justices, im 
cases of conviction for rebellian ar rebellious conspiracy ;- and in 
case of sentence to transportation, shall, upon receiving a warrant 
from the governor er person excreising the functions of governor, 
Sor the time being for that purpose, forthwith sell such slave er slaves 
for transportation to the best advantage in his power, and shail, under 
the penalty of two hundred pounds, within the space of one month from 
the time of such sale, render to the owner, proprietor, or possessor of. 
‘swch slave, or other person legally entitled to receive the same, a just 
and true account, upon oath, of the sale or sales of such slave or slaves, 
and of the legal charges attending the same, and pay over to such 
owner, proprietor, or possessor, OF other persen legally entitled to re- 
ceive the same, the proceeds of such sale or sales, after deducting all 
iegal charges as aforesaid ; andif it shall happen that the charges due 
to the provost marshal or his lawful deputy for cenfinement and sub- 
sistence of said slave or slaves shall amount to or exceed the amount ef 
the sales, the same shall be sworn to by the said provost marshal or 
his lawful deputy, on the back of the certificate of valuation, in which 
case the receiver general shall pay the whele amount of such va- 
luation. (111) e at Th) 

CXL. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
TTiiat in-all eases where any slave or slaves shall be sentenced to death 
or confinement to hard labour for life, and be valued according to this 
act, such slave or slaves shall be paid for by the receiver-general of 
this island, out of any monies in his hands, upon production of a legal 
certificate of such sentence and v aluation, but not otherwise, and in all 
cases where any slave or slaves shail be sentenced to transportation, 
and valued’ in manner aforesaid, the receiver-general shail, in like 
manner, upon production of a like certificate, together with the acceunt 
upon oath hereinbefore directed to be made by the provost-marshal or 
his lawful deputy, but not otherwise, pay the amount of the valuation of 
such slave or slaves, after deducting the amount of such account. (112) _ 

CXL. And be it further enacted by the awihorily aforesaid, 
Tat every slave whe, under the authority, and by virtue of this 
act shai. be sold for transportation by. the provost-niarshal or his 
lawful deputy, shall notwithstanding such sale, remam in the custody 
of the said provost-marshal or his said ‘deputy, until ‘the purchaser of 
such stave shall/have entered into bend with sufficient security to our 
Sovereign Lord the Kine, under the penalty of five hundred peunds for 
every such slave so pucchased, that every such slave shail be trans- 
ported off this island within thirty days after the date of such bond, 
and shall inthe mean time be kept in close confinement on board the 
ship or vessel in which such Slave is intended to be transported, which 
pond shall be taken by the gaid provest-marsbal or his lawful deputy 
as aforesaid (for which the provost-marshal or his said deputy shail 
yeceive from the party entering jnto the same al! expences incidental 
thereto) and be filed among the records in the office of ihe clerk of 
the peace of the parish or precinct” where such slave Was tried. (118) 

CKIV: And be it further enarted by the authority aforesaid, 
That every such purchaser of any siaye so directed to be sold fer trans 
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‘portation as aforesaid, shall at the time of executing such bond as afore- 
said also make oath ia writing onsome part of the said bond before the 
provost-marshal or his lawful deputy as aforesaid (either of whom is 
hereby authorized and required’ to administer the same) that every 
such slave so purchased by him shall be transported to _ 

(death or dangers of the sea excepted), and that the said slave so 
purchased, shail not with his kavwiedge, privity, or consent be 
re-landed in this island. (1i 4) : 

CXV. And be it further enacted by the awthority aforesaid, 
That the provost marshal or any of his deputies shall not under the 
penalty of three hundred pounds for each offerice deliver over to any 
purchaser or purchasers any slave so sold for trausportation as afore- 
said until such bond is entered into, and oath taken as aforesaid, and 
in case any such slave so sold for transportation as aforesaid shail be 
found within this island after the expiration of the thirty days before 
limited for his-or her transportation, sush slave shal! become forfeited 
to the crown and be re-seld for iraasportation by the provost-marshal 
or his lawful deputy ia the same manaer and under the like penalties 
as are hereinbefore enacted, and the nett proceeds of such re-sale 
shall.be paid over to the receiver-general for the use of the public. 

OG) ° 

: OMWK. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
Phat every slave sold for transportation uader and by virtue of this 
aet, who shall be found ai larg> withia this island at any time after 
such sale as is hereinbefore directed, may aad shall be lawfully ap- 
prehended by any person whomsoever, and immediately taken before 
any of his Majesty’s justices of the peace, and if it shall appear to the 
satisfaction of such justices that such slave has been formerly sold for 
transportation by virtue of this act, such justice shall, by warrant 
under his hand aad seal direct such slave to be delivered to the pro- 
vosi-marshal or his lawful deputy, to be ré-sold for transportation only, 
and the monies arising from such sale, after deducting a commission of 
five pounds per cexiwm and all necessary expences shall be paid 
over, one moiety thereof to the person apprehending such slave, 
and the other moiety to the receiver-general for the time being, for the 
support of the government of this island. (116) 

CXVII. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That if any negro or other slave who shall have been transported from 
‘this island.under the directions of this act, or of any other act l:ereto- 
fore in force respecting slaves, for murder, rebellion, or any other 
erime which would have subjected him to the punishment of death, 
shail wilfully retura from trausportation, such negro or other slave 
Shall, upon conyiction, sutfer death without benendt ef clergy. (117) 

CXVIT. And be tt further enacted by the authorily aforesaid, 
‘Phat if the master of any ship or vessel, or any other person or per- 
sons, Shall knowingly and wilfully briag back to this island, or shall 
be aiding and assisting in the bringing back, or cause or procure to 
be brought back to this island, any negro or other slave who shall have 
been transported from this island under and by virtue of this act or any 
other act heretofore ia force respecting slaves, stich master or person 
or persons being convictedthereof, by bill, plaint, er information in the 
supreme court cf judicature, cr either ef the courts of a3size of this 
island, snali forfeit the sum of three hundred pounds for each slave so 
brought back: one moiety whereof shall be to our Sovereign Lord the 
King, his heirs and successors, for and towards the support of the go-. 
vernment of tais island and the contingent charges thereof, and the 
other moiety to the party or parties at whose suit or complaint such 
person was convicted, and shall also suffer imprisonment at the discre- 
tion of the court for any space of time not less,than three, nor exceed- 
ing twelve months, without bail or mainprize. (11S) 

CXIX. Whereas it is now difficult to transport slaves with effect, 
Be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That in fature all slaves 
sentenced to transportation that cannot be sold within one month, shall 
be committed by warrant of any justice of the peace to hard labour in 
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neral shall pay such value to the owner as may have been fixed by the 
jury: And ifthereafter the provost marshal or his lawful deputy shall ~ 
be able to effect the sale for traasportation, he shall, under the penalty 
of two hundred pounds, within the space of one month from the time 
of such sale, render to the receiver general a just and true account upen 
oath of the sale of the slave or slaves, and of the legal charges at- 
tending the same, and pay over to the receiver general the proceeds of 
such sale or sales, after deducting all legal charges. (119) 

CXX.. And whereas. instances have occurred of — con-: 
vieted slaves under confinement to hard labour in the workhouse 
for life, having conducted themselves in such an orderly and — 
correct manner as to obtain the approbation and confidence of 
the persons having charge over them, and to evince ia every Tres- 
pect acomplete reformation of manners, and as it is expedient to 
hold out encouragement to convicts who have so conducted themselves, 
as well as to render them an example for imitation, to the end that a 
laudable excitement may prevail amongst persons in their otherwise 
desperate condition, Be tt enacted by the authorily aforesaid, That it 
shall and may be lawful for the governor, or person exercising the 
functions of governor for the time being, upon the representation of the 
commissioners of the workhouse of the parish where any deserving 
convict shall be, that such convict has conducted himself or herself, for 
a period of not less than three years, insuch an orderly and correct man- 
her as to obtain the approbation and confidence of the person having ~ 
charge over him er her, and to evince in every respect a complete re- 
formation of manners, to direct the workhouse-kceper, under his sign - 
anual, to put the said convict up to public sale, and to sell and dis- 
pose of hin or her to the highest and best bidder, with the approbation 
Cf the said convict, and the title given upon the sale thereof shall be 
as legal and effectual as any sales made under the workhouse law, and 
the proceeds of the said sale, after deducting the charges thereof, ' 
shall be paid over to the receiver-general, to be applied in aid of the 
island contingencies. (120) 

CXX1. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That if any negro or other slave who may be sentenced to be confined 
in the workhouse for any time shall escape from such confinement be- 
fore the expiration of his or her sentence, such negro or other slave 
being retaken, shall, on proof of his or her identity before three jus- 


‘tices of the peace, be adjudged by them to be sent pack to confinement, | 


to complete the term for which he or she was sentenced to confinement, 
aad to receive 2 Whipping not exceeding fifty lashes. (121) 

CXXU. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That if any negro or other slave who may he sentenced to be confined 
to hard labour for life ia any workhouse shall escape therefrom, every 
such negro or other slave being retaken, shall, on proof cf his or her 
identity before three magistrates, be adjudged by them either to be re- 
committed to his or her former punishment, er to be transported off 
this island for life. (122) 

CXXIUM. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
Chat if the provost marshal or any of his lawful deputies, or any law- 
ful constable or workhouse-keeper shall wilfully or negligently suffer 
any slave or slaves to escape, who shall be committed to his or their. 
custody for any offence under this act, such marshal, constable, or. 
workhouse-keeper who shall suffer such escape, shall, on conviction 
thereof before three magistrates, forfeit a sum not exceeding fifty 
pounds, to be recovered ina summary manner by warrant under the 
hands and seals of the said three magisraies, for the use of the parish, 
and, without iajury to the rights of the owner, to sue for the value of 
th» same. (123) ; 

CXXLV, And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
"hat when any slave or slaves shall be discharged by proclaination, | 
the deputy marshal or workhouse-keeper shall be entitled to receive all 
suc fees as shall be due for such slave or slaves, at the time of such 
discharge, from the public, upon application, and due proof, made in 
the taost solemn manner to the assem bly orany cemmittee thereof, that 
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Such slave or slaves, during the time they were m the custody of such 
deptity marshal cr workhousekeeper, was or were found and provided 


with proper and sufficient provisions and necessary clothing, agreeably | 


to this law. (124) i 

OXXV. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That no gaol-keeper in this island, or any person acting under him as 
cleik or deputy, shall, on any pretence whatsoever, werk or employ 
any slave or slaves sent to his custody, nor hire or lend such slave or 
slaves to work for any other person or persons during the time such 
slave or slaves shall be in his custody; but that all such slaves 
shall be and remain in the common gaol of the county, parish, or pre- 
cinct, in order to be inspected by any person or persons desiring the 
same: and in case any gaol-keeper shall offend herein, he shall for 
every offence forfeit a sum not exceeding fifty pounds. (125) 

CXXVI. And whereas there are many inferior crimes and misdemea- 
nours committed by slaves which ought to be punished ina summary man- 
ner before two magistrates, Be it therefore enacted by the authority 
aforesaid, that all misdemeanours and inferior crimes committed by 
any slave or slaves, including swearing, obscene language, drunken- 
ness, and indecent and noisy behaviour, shall be tried in a summary 
manner before two or more justices of the peace of the parish or pre- 
cinct where the offence shall be committed, reasonable notice of the 
time and place of such trial being given to the owner, proprietor, cr 
possessor of such slave or slaves, or his, her, or their attorney cr 
attornies, or the person or persons having the care of such slave er 
slaves ; and the said justices of the peace shall, on conviction of such 
slave or slaves, order and direct such punishment to be inflicted as 
they shall think proper, not exceeding thirty-nine lashes, or three 
months imprisonment to hard labour. (126) 

CXXVII. And bé it further enacted, That the clerk of the peace, 
for attending such summary trial, and making out the order of the ma- 
gistrates thereat, which he is hereby bound to do under the penalty of 
fifty pounds, shall be entitled to receive from the churchwardens of the 
parish the sum of one pound six shillings and eight pence, and the eon- 
stable, for attending at the trial and at the execution of the order of 
the magistrates thereon, shall receive the sum of ten shillings, except 
in the city of Kingston, where the fees to the clerk of the peace shall 
be thirteen shillings and four pence, and to the constable five shillings, 
in consequence of the great number of such trials in that City. (127) 

CXXVIIL. And be it further enacted, by the authority aforesaid, 
That from and after the commencement of this act, upon any com- 
plaint made before a justice of the peace, of any murder, felony, bur- 
glary, robbery, rebellion or rebellious conspiracy, treason or traitor- 
ous conspiracy, rape, mutilation, branding, dismembering, or cruelly 
beating or confining without sufficient support, a slave or slaves, or in 
any cases of seditious meetings, or of harbouring or concealing runa- 
way slaves, or giving false tickets or letters to such runaway slaves, 
to enable them to elude detection, or en any inquisition before a: coro- 
ner, the evidence of any slave or slaves, respecting such complaint er 
inquisition, shall be received and taken by such justice of the peace cr 


coroner, and on any prosecution in any of the courts of this Island fer ' 


any of the crimes before mentioned, the evidence of a slave or slaves 
shall also be admitted and received: Provided always, That before 
such evidence shall be received, a certificate of his or her baptism 
shall be produced, and the justice ef the peace, coroner, or cowt, 
shall be satisfied, on due examination had, that such slave com- 
prehends the nature and obligation of an oath: And provided 
also, That nothing herein contained shall prevent the Court from 
receiving objections as to the competency of such witness, or from 
receiving evidence as to the credibility of such witness in like 
manner as they wouid receive the same as to white persons, and persons 
o free condition: And provided also, That no white person or person 
of free condition, shall be convicted of any of the crimes aforesaid, on 
the testimony of any slaves, unless two of the said slaves, at least, 
clearly and consistently depose to the same fact ov clreumsfance, ‘stich 
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slaves being examined apari and out of the hearing of each other: 
And provided also, That no whiie person or person of free condition, 
shall be convicted on the testimony ef any slave or slaves, of any crime 
as aforesaid, unless the complaint sha'l have been made 
within twelve monihs after the commission thereof, and unless the crime 
or cffence shall have been committed subsequent to the commencement 
of this Act. (128) 

CXXMIX. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That every justice of the peace cr coroner, who shall take the deposi- 
ticn of any slave, shall certify as part of the jurat, That the depenent 
had been duly examined, and found to possess a competent knowledge 
of the nature and obligations cf an oath, and such justice of the peace 
and coroner, shall take from the person in possession ef such slave, cr 
from some fit and proper person a recognizance, in a sum net exceeding 
one hundred pounds, nor less than twenty pounds, conditioned for the 
production of such slave, as a witness in the.court at which the in- 
dictment is to be preferred or tried; and such justice or coroner shail 
forthwith transmit to the clerk of the crown such deposition and recogs 
nizance ; and in case the person in possession of such slave as afore< 
said, shall refuse to give, or shall not produce such bail for the ap- 
pearance cf the slave as a witness, er the persen in possession of such 
slave, shall be the party accused, or if under the cirewmstances of the 
case, the justice of the peace or coroner shall see cause to apprehend, 
ihat the witness may be withheld from giving his or her testimony, 
then such justice of the peace or coroner, shall have the pow- 
er of securing the attendance ef such slave as a witress, by a commit: 
ial to gaol in the same manner as the attendance of a witness for the ~ 
crown, who is unable to find bail for his appearance is now -insureds 
and the marshal or keeper of such gaol shall allow to the said slave 
the sum of one shilling and eight pence per diem, for his or her sup- 
port during confnement ; and such allowance shafl be repaid to the 
marshal or keeper of the gaol, in the same manner as the allowanee to . 
witnesses for thecrown is now paid to him; and in case the party in pes- 
session of a slave, shal] produce him or her as a witness at the court, 
where any indictment is preferred, or had according to the condition of 
a recognizance entered into, by or on the part of such person in posses- 
sion as aforesaid, such person in possession shall be entitled to receive 
mile money, at the rate of one shilling per mile for the first five miles, 
and six pence permile for every mileafterwards, and a sum not exceeding 
three shillings and four pence per dicmt, for each and every day such slave 
shall have been absent from home for the purpose of attending at the court 
as acompensation forthelossof thelabourofsuchslave: and thejudges 
presiding at the trial upon application made to them in courtafter the trial, 
are hereby authorised, if they shall deem it equitable and right, under 
the circumstances of the case, to assess the amount of such mile money 
and compensation, and to grant a certificate thereof under their signa- 
ture, and such certificate after being approved of by the ccmmission- 
ers of public accounts, shall be paid by the yeceiver-general to the 
person.or persons to whom such certificate shall be granted. (129) 

CXXX. And in ordertoremove as muchas possible, any temptation 
to commit perjury by those slaves who shall be required to give evidence 5 
Be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the court shall not be © 
at liberty to exercise the power given by this act, for declaring any slave 
free,and discharged from all manner of servitude, where the owner ofsuch 
slave has been convicted of particular offences, if any slave shall have 
been sworn upon the trial asa witness on the part of the prosecution, (189) 

CXXXI. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That if any slave shall commit wilful and corrupt perjury, in giving 
evidence upon any of the occasions hereinbefore mentioned, such slave 
shall be liable to be tried therefore, and upon coriviction thereof, 
shall be sentenced to hard labour in the workhouse, or to stand in the 
pillory for such time as the court shall direct, or to whipping, or to all 
or either of such punishments at the discretion of the covrt. (181) 

CXXXIIL. And it is hereby enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That the slaves whose attendance are required as witnesses, shall be 
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protected j in their persons from all ays pr ocess whaisoever, in going 
to, attending at, and returning from such examinations or trials, as 
are hereinbefore. mentioned, and that such slaves shall, during such 
time, not be liable to, be levied on for debt or otherwise. (132) 

CXXXUDL And whereas it may sometimes happen, That white per- 
sons or persons. of free condition, associate themselves incrime, with 
slaves ; Be it ther efore enacted, That if any white or free person or 
persons, shall be found in the company of any slave or slaves, and aid- 
ing or assisting thera in the cominission of any crime or illegal offence, 
or “shall employ them: in such offences, the testimony of such slaves 
.shall be received against such free person or persons, whether baptiz- 
“ed or not, except where the life of such white or free person or per- 
sons shall be affected, and admitted in such manner as the testimony 
of accomplices in crime is received in courts of law. (133) 

-OXXXIV. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That the operation of this act, nor any part thereof, shall, not be sus- 
pended by martiallaw, any law, usage, or custom, to the contrary thereof 
many wise not withstanding. (134) 
. CXAXXVi. And be it further enacted by the author ity aforesaid, 
that all penalties in this act mentioned, and not already declared how 
they shall be recovered and appli ed, shall, if not exceeding fifty 
pounds, be recovered i in a summary manner, before any two of his. Ma- 
jesty’s justices of the peace, by distress ‘and sale of: the -offender’s 
goods and chattles, and if amounting to or exceeding fifty pounds, to 
be recovered in the supreme court of juidicature, or in either of the 
courts of assize by,-éction of debt, bill, plaint; or infermation, where- 
in no essoin, protection, or wager of Isw, or non vul? ulterius presequi 
shall be entered ; x.one moiety of which penalties shall be paid to the 
churchwardens for the use of the parish, where the offence shall be 
committed, and the other moiety to the informer, or him, her, or them, 
who shall sue for the same ; Provided always, That all proceedings 
for the recovery of penalties under this act shall be instituted within 
twelve montiis after tlie offence be committed. (135) 


CAXXXVI. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 


That all offences committed during the time, the act entitled ‘An act for 
the subsistance, clothing and the better regulation and government 


of siaves, for enlarging the powers of the council of protection, for: 


preventing the improper transfer of slaves,and for other purposes” 
passed i in the year 1816, and all other acts, by this act repealed, were 
in force, shall be punished i in the manner directed by the said acts, but 
shall be heard, tried, and determined in the form prescribed by this 
act. And it shall be lawful to recover and apply all penalties incurred, 
thereunder, as fully.and effectually as if the said acts were stillin force 
and unrepealed: (186) 

CXXXVIIi. And be it further enacted by the duthority aforesaid, 
That this act shall commence, continue, and be in force from the first 
day of May next, until the first. day of May, 1830. (187) 

Passed the Assembly this 7th day of Decemier, 1826. 
. DAVID FINLAYSON, Speaker. 
Passed the Council this 22nd day of December; 1826, 
W. BULLOCK, Cler: Con. 
ZT consent, this 28nd day of December, oo 
MANCHESTER 
Vera Copia, 
Exrwur. 











New clause. 

Free persons associates 
ed in crime with slaves 
may be convicted on 
evidence of slave acs 


complices, baptised or | 


not, except where lifa 
may be affected. 


This law net to cease 
in martial law. 


Penalties not already 
declared how recover= 
able, if not exceeding 
501. ‘before two. jus 
tices—if more to be 
sued in superior courts, 
one moiety to. informer 
and the other tochurch- 
wardens for poor. . 

Provided, that all pes 
nalties be sued for 12 


months - after crime 
committed, 
Offences committed 


under late consolidated 
slave law, and other 
repealed acts, to be 
punished by said acts, 
but fried in manner di- 
rected by this. Pe- 
nalties applied as di- 
rected in repealed acts. 


Duration of this law 
from Ist May, 1927, 
to Ist May, 1830. 
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AxsrTrors to slaves going off the -Is- 
land ~ 56, 57, 58 


may be convicted before principals 58 
Accessaries, (see abeiters ) 56, 57, 58 
Acts repealed - - 1 
Act declared in force - - 2 
Adoptive mothers - - 17 

\See mothers and taxes) 
Aged slaves - - 18, 19 


(see sick) 
Aged, &c. manumitted 19, 20 21, 22 
Allowance to slaves where no grounds 11 
return thereof to be made to Ves- 
try - * - 13, 14 
Anabaptists - - 83 
(see sectarians) 
Apprehending runaways - 
Arbitrary punishment -. 
Arms in slaves’ possession - 
slave learning use of - 
Arson, (see felony ) - 
Assaults by slaves on free - 


49 
36 
81 
89 
97 
79, 80 


on slaves - - 
by free persons on slaves ©3, 35 
Assemblies of slaves beating 
drums, &c. - 60, 61, 62 
at burials ~ 7 63 
free persons allowing them 64 
at night and private 86 
to take oaths - - 89 
free persons aiding ~ 90 
not giving information = 91 
(see meetings ) 
Asses - - ~ 
(see cattle ) 
Attorney to defend slaves - 100 
~ YALES = - 
(see fire-arms ) 
3aptism - - 3 
Barrister to defend slaves - 100 
Beating _ - - 
(see assaults ) 
Beef - - - 
. Gee cattle) _ 
Bequests of personalities - 16 
of freedom - 66 





95 - 


Births encouraged - 17 
Blood drinking - 89 
not corrupted by felonies 
on slaves -. - 30, 32 
Bond—manumitted papers may 
claim benefit of - 20 
dispensed with in devises of 
freedom - 66 
and where justices and vestry 
order certificate - 74 
(see manumissions) 
(sce transportation) 
Branding slaves punished - 33 
Breakfast time to slaves ~ 26 
Bruising slaves - 33 
Burglary 2 - 97 
(see felony) 
Burials of slaves - - 63 
CaRNAL knowledge of infants 31 
(See rape.) 32 
Carrying off Slaves - 56,57, 58 
Accessary - 58 
Cattle, &c. stealing - 92, 93, 94 
Killing - 92, 93 
Maiming - 94 
Having flesh of 93 
Slave may keep 15 
Certificate of special sessions to 
warrant sale of runa- 
ways ~ 54 
By receiver-general on 
manumissions where 
limited interest 69, 70 
By clerk of vestry where 
manumission. bond 
dispensed with by jus- 
tices and vestry - 74 
Of baptism to be pro- 
duced on slaves giv- 
ing evidence against 
free persons - 128 
Certiorari not to issue - 78 
Chains not to be used on slaves 39 
Challenges, cum causa = 97 


Chancery may regulate valuation 
of slaves manumitted wheie li- 
mited interest 


71 
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Children, females having six 
: (See mothers.) 
Christianity (see religion) = 
Chopping (see mutilating) 
Christmas (see holidays) 
Churchwardens to pay reward for 
killing or taking rebels - 
Clearing grounds by fire - 
Clerk of peace to record — 
slaves of insolvents sent to work- 


29 
96 


house - - 24 
suspended - 99 
another appointed - 99 
to keep records of trials at sés- 

sions and specialslave courts 98, 103 
fee paid - 103 
to serve notice - 107 
fee thereon > 107 
to attend summary trials = = 327 
fee thereon - 127 


(See Kingston:) 

Clerk of vestry to give certificate 
that magistrates and vestry are 
satisfied with manumission 

Clergyman to baptize slaves « 

to marry - 

Clothing of slaves - 
return to be made to vestry - 
where owner less than 40 slaves 
workhouse-keeper té supply 

Cocoa-bay (see yaws) 

Collar not to be put onslaves with- 
justices order - me 

Collecting constables not to levy 


74 


12 
13 
14 
52 
25 


39 


on slaves on Saturday - 7 
Commencement of this law - 137 
Commissioned offleers to prevent 
_ slaves unlawfully assembling 61 
Commissioners of workhouse how 

to act with well-behaved convicts 120 
Complaints of slaves - 33, 35, 38 

if frivolous - 38 
Concealing of slaves (see harbor- 

ing) 
Confining slavés cruelly ~ 33 
Consolidated slave law of 1816, 

how offences tried - 136 
Constables how to séarch for run- 

aways rn - 47 

to serve notice - 107 

fee on = 107 

fee on summary trial ~ 127 

; (Seé Kingston.) 
Convicts (see hard labour) 

transportation &c. 
Corruption of blood not to ensue 
on felonies on slaves 30, 32 


Coroner how to proteed with evi- 
dence of slaves against free per- 
sons ia ih 





Councils of protection 33 
fine for non-attendance - 34 
Court supreme may regulate valua- 


tion paid for slaves manumitted 
when there is limited interest 71 
(See chancery, slave courts, 
quarter-sessions. ) 
Creditors not prejudiced by manu- 


missions - os 72 
Crimes inferior, how tried - 126 
Cripple (see mutilating) _ 

Crop, negroes’ days allotted - 26 
will not be put about from Sa- 
turday,7 P. M. to Monday, 
5 A.M. - 26 
(See mill.) 
Cruelty - - 33 
Curate to attend criminals a 162 
(See executions.) 
Cutlasses (see arms.) 
Cutting (see mutilating ) 
DAMAGES, at suit of owner of slave 
-maltreated = - - - 383 
Dances - 2!) Ae ® StS 
Dark, preachings after eh EE eS 
Days allowed slaves - ah 8 
Death (see sentence ) | 5 
Death, value of slave to be ascer- . 

tained ea Bok 116. 

receiver-general to pay value - 112 
Defence of owners, justifying slaves. 

in assault - ~ 80 
Devises (see bequests ) 
Devises of freedom wean 66 
Deputy marshall (see provost mar- 

shall ) Hi 
to attend court, éxe- 
cute, &c. - 103 
Dinner time - - 26 
Disabled slaves (see sick, &c: ) Roos” 
Discharge by proclamation - $7 
Diseased slaves (see sick.) ah 
Diseased slaves of insdtvents - 23 
Diseased manuntitted = - se) D 
Diseased slaves not to wander =~ 25 
33 


Disfiguring (see ntutilating) - 
Dismembering (see mutilating) - 33 
Dissenters + of 84 
: not to take money from , 
slaves ae - 85 
(see preaching): 
Distempered slaves wandering = — 
Diversion - - 
Divine service, shops to be shut =~ 
Dogs, slaves not to travel with © - 
Druggists may keep open ‘shop on — 
Sunday J TRSUOES < eo te 
Drum beatings == 60, 61, 62 
Drankenness - ne 126 








43 

Durition clause - - 137 
Easter (see holidays.) 

Eiectment - - re 55 
Escape of convicts - 121; 122,2123 

from the island - 56 

Evidence; attested copy of proceed- 

ings arin 70 
Slaves evidence against slaves 
in all cases - 97 
against free persons: “- 128 
against free accomplices: 133 
Execution - - 97,03 
to be solemn and public - 409 
by hanging - - 109,111 
Fami ies sold together - 5 
Felony to murder slave - 20 
carnal knowledge of infants 3l 
rape ~ = 32 
by slaves - ~ 79 
various felonies - 97 
trials for _ - 79, 97 
Field labour, mothers: of six child- 

’ dren exempt from - 17 
Fire-wood (see markets) “ 40 
Fire-arms, Slave having - 81 
Fire (see clearing grounds) 96 
Firing houses, &c. - 97 
Fish (fresh) sold on Sunday 6 
Flesh (fresh) sold on Sunday 6 
Flesh (see cattle.) 

Food, workhouse-keeper to supply 52 
Forfeitures n°t to accrue on felo- 
nies on slaves - 30, 62 
Form of manumission where limit- 
ed interest - 69 
Free, court may make maltreated e 
slave > - 33 
but not if slave a witness 130 
Free personsharbouring runaways 46, 45 
-making false tickets ~ 48 
alleged runaways claiming free- 
~ dom - - 53 
suffering unlawful assemblies 
at burials r 64 
suffering gaming of slaves 65 
attending nightly and private 
meetings of slaves = 86 
aiding unlawful assemblies 90 
not giving information 91 
accomplices of slaves 133 
Freedom claim to ~ 55 
. Frivolous. complaints = 38 
¥ruit (see market) - ~ 40 
‘GAMING of slaves - 65 
Gaoler (see execution) 
_not to employ committed siaves 
or suffer escape a 125 





Re Ra ne eae Se 


s 
(sce escape) 

Goat (see cattle) 
Goods of owners liable to charge 


of infrm manumitted persons 22 
Grand Juries pie - S7 
Grass (see firewood) 

Grave dirt ~ - 89 
Grounds of slaves to be inspected li 
to be furnished slaves, or else 
weekly allowance - 11 
to be returned to vestry as in- 
spected - 13,14 
Gunpowder in slaves possession 81 
TIARBOURERS, of runaways;reward r 
to informer against 5 23° 
Harbouring runaways by slaves 45 
by free persons - 46° 
justice to grant warrant against 47 
Hard labour—mothers of 6 children 17 
exempt from - = 
for life, slave to be valued 110 
on goed behaviour may be re- | 
sold ~ - _ 120 
escape - 121, 122 
(see escape) 
Hire paid for slave witnesses  ==s«129" 
Hired slaves must have owners cén- 
sent - - - 9 
Hogs - - 
(See cattle) 
Holydays to:slaves - 27 
Homini replegiando - 55” 
Horns - - : 
(see drum beatings) 
Horses ~ - 
(sce cattle) 
Hours of labour - 26° 
Hunting - - 5° 
IMPRISONING slaves cruelly - 33 
to be sent for by justice 35 
Increase of slaves encouraged: 17 
Indecent behaviour = 126° 
Indictment - = 97, 98 
Inferior crimes - - 126° 
Infirm slaves - “ 
(see sick) { 
Infirm manumitted - 19° 
Informers (slaves) against runaways 28" 
and harbourers _ 28° 
Insolvents diseased slaves of 23 
becoming valuable, how sold 24 
Inveigling act harbourers. prose- 

cuted - - 46 
Island slaves going off - 56 
JEws - a 84 
Juroys how warned, &e, - 97, 93 


—— 




















ry 


excmpt from process - 102 

not attending . 97 

Jury grand to find indictment 97 
Justice, how to proceed with slaves 

evidence against free persons 129 


(sec council of protection, 
and special sessions.) 
to send for maltreated slave 30 


to enquire into complaint 38 

Kitiine of rebel - - 29 

(see murder) 
of cattle ot = 30 
(see cattle) 
Kingston, fees of clerk of peace 127 
and constable - 127 
Kirk - - 84 
Lasour hours of = 26 
(sec hard labour) 

Lances - - 81 

Larceny “ - 79 

Lashes not more than 10, if owner 

be not present - 36 
if owner present, not to cx- 
ceed 89 Pe 36 
in workhouse not to excecd 20 
ashes, except by order of a 
justice - 3 37 
Eegacies ~ - - 
(sce bequest) 

‘Levies to be sold in families 5 
excessive not authorised 5 
may be made on individual 

slaves - 5 
prohibited on Saturdays v4 


and onslaves, &c. attending Court 102 


and on witnesses = 132 
Licenced Minister - 84 
Limited interest 67, 68, 69, 70, 71, 72, 

, 73, 74 
(see Manumissions) 
Limitations Ooms - 74. 
Lodging house may be open on 
Sundays ~ -- - G 
Maiming (see assault by slaves on 
slaves) - - 33, 30 
' Maltreating slaves (sce justice) - 33, 35 


Manager (see overseer) 

Manslaughter (see murder) - 98 

Manumission good, under will to G7 
pass personality - ; 

how procured, when limited 

interest ine 67,68 


form of such manumission 69 
other directions relative to 
such manumission 70,71, 72,73 
Manumission bond in force where 
paupers manumitted and setilod 20 





dispensed with where justice 


and vestry are satisfied T4 

and under devises - 66 

Manumitted, discased, &c. - 19 
settled to claim under ma- 

numission bond - 20 
to be allowed £10 per annum 

by owner (see goods) we! 

Markets on Sundays - 6 
slaves may go to, without 

ticket Sus 40 

Martial law not affect this act - 134 


Marriages of slaves ‘ 4 

Mares (see cattle) 

Marcons to have reward - 49 

Master (see owner) 

Master of vessel (see transportation) 118 — 
6 


Meat fresh, sold on Sundays - 


Meetings with drums, &c. - 62 
-for preaching : 84 
in-general - 86 

to administer oaths, and learn 
use of arms - 89 
Mile money for runaways - 49 
-to slaves, witnesses 129 
Milk sold en Sundays 6 


Mills not to be put about from 7 p.m 


on Saturday to 5 a.m.on Monday 10 
Ministers licensed - - 84 
Misdemeanors - _- 126 


Moncy not to be taken by teachers 85 
Mothers of six children exempt from 


labour - = OF gett~ 17 
Mules (see cattle) 

Murder-of slaves - = 30 
by a slave 79, 80,95, 98. 

* verdict of manslaughter may 
be returned - 98 
Mutilating slaves - 33, 34 
by slaves - petite 95. 


Mutton (see sheep). 


Necro grounds (sce grounds) 
Negro houses searched for runaways 47 
Nightly meetings (sce meetings) 


Noisy behaviour - - 126. 
Notice in cases of warrants on slaves, 
to be served on-owner a 105: 
before triais | aren hielOG, 
in different parish - 107 
to be advertised, if owner 
cannot be found = —«.- ~—s—:108 
in summary trials - 126 
Oarus, unlawful - - 89 
Oath to transpert ~ nee - 14 
Obeah - (roliatyc = 82. 
using deliterious matter = - 87 
tools of agin - 88. 
Obscenc language - - 126 





Oifences under former Act, how 


tried - - - 136 
Overseer to make slaves religious - 4 
to allow slaves 26 days Cer eN 


(see crop, Sundays, holydays ) 
to consent before slave can 
be hired - - 9 
penalty on putting mill about 
contrary to this law (sec 
mill) - - 10 


to inspect grounds ~ 11 

to make returns to vestry 
that he has inspected 
grounds, or that other 
ample provision is made, 
and of clothing - 13 
(see the avhole law) 

Owner of slaves less than 40, to make. 
return of clothing, &c. under suim- 
mary penalty - - 14 

to convert slaves - 3 
to consent before they marry 4 
and before hired - 9 
to inspect grounds er make 
other provision - Te 
to give allowance - iat 
to clothe tos - 12 
to produce slave when warrant 
served, if he can - 105 

PAUPERS - - 19 

Penalties how recoverable - 135 

Perjury of slaves - - 104 131 

Personal property of slaves - 15 

Petty offences ; - 126 

Pikes (see arms) 

Poisoning - - = 87 

Population (se- increase) 

Possessor (See Owner) 

Preaching, by slaves - 83 

by sectarians - 84 

Printer’s accounts - - 50 

Process (see levies) 

Proclamation discharged by, fees in 
“such case - - - 98 

Property (see personal) - 15 


Provision (see allowance) - 
Provisions (see fire wood) - 
Provost marshal to scll levies in fa- 
milies - - - 5 
Indemuity as to diseased 


slaves of insolvents 24 
To receive report from 

workhouse-keeper - 24 
If such slaves become valu- 

able to sell them by order 

of court ~ bun - - 2 
To attend trials, &e. - 97,111 
To sell slaves for transpor- 

tation - Ns 


See transportation, escape, 
hard labour, gaol keeper, 
proclamation - - 

Punishment (see whipping, work- 
houses, lashes, hard labour, exe- 
cutions, &c.) - = 

Council of protection, spe- 
cial sessions, &c. - 


Purchase of slave ter re-sale prohi- 
bited - - 75, 76 77 
Quarter sessions, trials of slaves 
by ’ - ~ ~ 97, 98 
Rare of slaves (see carnal know- 
Iedge) - ae - 32 
Rebel, slave killing or taking reward- 
ed - - - - 20 
Rebellion and rebellious conspiracy 73 
Trial! for - - 97 
Execution by justice’s war- 
rant may be, suspended 
till governor’s pleasure 97 
By obeah - - 82 
Recciver in chancery, kow siave ma- 
numitted - - 73 
Receiver - general, to reimburse 
churchwardens for reward on 
rebels - - - 29 
To receive valuation where 
slave manumitted by pos- 
sessor having limited in- 
terest - - 638 
To pay value of convicts 
(see transportation, hard 
labour, valuation ) - 109 
Recognizances for trials of slaves 97 
Where slaves’ evidence 
against free persons - 129 
Record of insolvent’s diseased slaves 24 
Of manumissions when li- 
mited interest - 70 
of certificates by elerk of 
vestry, that justices and 
vestry satisfied, _ that 
slave fit to be free = 74 
Gf trial, by clerk of peace 103 
Rector to attend culprits (see execu- - 
tion, clerk of peace, and clerk 
of vestry ) - - - 
Reward (see rebels, runaways, and 
mile money - : 
Robbery (see felony) - EE Sy 
Roman Catholies nee - 84 
Runaways, harborers of, reward to 
informers - - - 28 
For apprehending - 49° 
For above six months - 43 
For less than six months 44. . 
Tf incorrigible - - 44 
’ Harbourers 44, 43 
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Slaves without a ticket ab- 
sent five days, or eight 


2 


miles, deemed runaway 42 
Warrant te search for - 47 
negro houses searched by constable 47 
Free persons giving false 
tickets to - 48 
Mile-money and reward 49 
to be sent to to owner or 
justice - - 59 
who to commit to work- . 
_ house - - 50 
mile money and reward to 
be paid - - 50 
to be advertised - 51 
where owner not known no- 
tice of trial to be adver- 
tised ~ - - 108 
Convicts value of (see 
workhouse) ~ - 
SABREs (see arms ) 
Sale of slaves hawked about 75, 76, 77 
Saturdays, levies prohibited on Siang 
Savannahs, burial in - =e OS 
Secretary to record manzmissions in 
cases of limited interest - 7 
Sectarians > - 84, 85 
Security under homine repligiando 55 
Sentence, slaves committed under, 
owner not to pay fees, - 51 
passed ~ - 97 
executed (see execution) 
Sessions (see quarter sessions and 
special) ~ - 97 
Settlement of manumitted paupers 19 
é of valueless slaves of insol- 
vents - - 23 
Shells (see drum beatings) 
Sheep (see cattle) 
Shops on Sunday - - 6 
Sick, &c. to be maintained by owner 
not to wander - 1319 
Slave act, former repealed ~ 1 
Slave s,not hired without consent of 
: owners, &e. - = 
sick, &c, maintained by 
owner = = 18, 19 
to have 26 days besides 
Sundays - - 8 
to have grounds or allow- 
ance = . - idl 
diseased belonging to insol- 
vent estate - . 23 
flave court, special (see quarter 
sessions) - - - 97 
Glave law ef 1856, how offenders 
under tried, after 1st May, 
1827 - - 136 
' Stock (see cattle) 
3 97 


pecyal slave Comt = 


48 





46 


Special sessions to examine slaves’ 


complaints - - - 33 
to examine claims tofreedom 53 
St. John’s, how slaves tried - 98 
St. Thomas’s in the Vale, how slaves 
tried - - - 98 
Starving slaves - - 33, 35 
Stealing cattle, &e. - - 92,93, 94 
(see robbery, &c.) 
Striking (see assaults) 
Sae, slaves not to - - 16 
Sued, slaves not to be - > 16 
Summary trials of slaves, (see mis- 
demeanors) - > = 
Sundays allowed - Siti ns 8 
Sunday markets - - 6 
Sundays, no labour - - 10 
on this day slaves not employed 
withoutconsent of owner’s,&e. 9 
Sunset, preachings after - 84 
Supernatural power - - §2 
Support, (see starving, allowance- 
grounds _- - 53, 30 
Supreme court to order sale of insol- 
vents’ slaves becoming valuable 24 
Swearing, by slaves - - 126 
TALES writ of - - 97 
Tavern, on Sundays - - 6 
Tax raised for manumitted paupers 19 
Taxes, exemption for mothers of 
6 slaves - -- - 7 
Teachers - - - 83, 84 
not to take money - 85 
Tenant for life in manumissions 
Testaments, (see bequests, devises, ~ 
manumissions) - ‘oe 1165.66 
Ticket to be given slaves travelling. 40 
for one month only - 41. 
slaves absent 5 days, or 8 miles, 
without; runaways” | - AZ 
slaves giving fictitious tickets 45 
free persons giving fictitious 
tickets - = - 48 
net to travel with dogs or arms, i 
without one (see dogs) ' §9 
Title to slaves to freedom not preju- 
diced by decree of special sessions 53 
. nor of claimants © --) = 9°63" 
Towns, burials in - + e. : 63 
Transportation, convict valued - 110 
if a runaway, to £50 - 110 
if otherwise, to £100 - 110 
provost marshal or deputy 
tose} ooh os - Vil 
to take bond - - 113 
account to owner for pro- 
ceeds - - UL 


where no nett preceeds, re- 
eiver-general to pay (see 





valuation) - 
gonvict to remain ‘in gaol, 


till bond given - 113, 
then to remain in vessel 
purchaser to make oath he 


will sell transport - 


if found in island after 30 — 


days to be re sold *- 
justices to direct sale - 
convict returning ° 
person bringing back - 
not sold in one > month, sent 
to workhouse - 
if afterwards sold, provost- 
marshall to account - - 
(see provost-marshal, workhouses, 
escape, sentence) = 
Travelling dealers in slaves (see sale) 
Treasurer of workhouse to pay prin- 
ters =o) ayes - 
Trespass of s!aves not authorised - 
Trials of siaves for serious offences , 
for misdemeancrs ‘ 
(see drunkenness, &c. ) 
(see notices) 


VALUE of condemned slaves by jury 
provost marshal to account for 
sale to owner - 
where no nett proceeds, re- 
ceiver generalto pay - 
where deficiency, or sentence 
of death, or hard labour, re- 
ceiver- gencral to pay - 
(see valuation) 
Valuation of slave to be manumitted, 
' where limitt d interest - 


47 
111 tion) 
Vestrymen (see councils of protec- 
114 tion) 
113 Violence (see assaults) 
WANDERING SLAVES - 18, 19: 
114 Warlike instruments (see arms) 60, 61, 62 
Warrant against slave not executed, 
115 notice to be seryed on owner 105 
116 Weights not to be put on slave (see 
117 chains and collar) 
118 Whipping wantonly (see lashes) 33 
Witchcraft (see obeah) - 82 
119 Witnesses not attending - 101 
excmpt from civil process 102 
118 Workhouses, justices to make regu- 
lations ., - 13; 
alleged FORay ay dee claim- 
ing freedom, how treated 53 
slaves not sold without cer- 
tiftcate of sessions - 54 


15 
97 
126 


110 
111 
1 


112 


68 


fe pevetieres > izeencral 68, 69 


recorded - 

applicable to order of pourts 

subject to same limitations 
as was slave - 

where tenant for life con- 
cerned - ” 

may be vested in the pur- 
chase of other slaves 

(see transportation, hard la- 
bour, &c. 


Valuators (on manumission where li- 
mited interest) see value, valua- 





69 
71 


71- 
72 
73 


Workhouse-i.eceper to receive pan- 
pers, diseased slaves of inscl- 
vents, to report to provost mar- 


shal when they become Valuable 23, 


to produce maltreated slaves: 
to special sessions and 
council of protection 
not to give siave more than 
26 lashes without order of 
Pe - - 
ot to keep slave, sent by 
owner, &e. more than 10 
days without such order of 
justice - - 
to receive runaways . 
pay mile money and reward 
to advertise runaways) - 
to ere OCS = ee 
to test charges on oath 
aaa sentence, work- 
houses, hard labor, trans- 
portation, and insolvents ) 
to supply food and clothing 
Working hours - - 7 
wounding slaves iia: 
Yaws (see diseased slaves) & cocoa- 
bay 
Yearly returns of clothing, grounds, 
and allowance to be “made ves- 
tries - z 
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